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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following letters were lately delivered te 
me, copied as they now ſtand, with this re- 
flexions © Were the writer to riſe from the grave, 
would he find the preſent time leſs perverſe, than 
the period when he quitted the world?“ I fear not: 
for the greater part of us ſeems to be as cloſely at- 
tached to the folly of faſhion, and as much capti- 
vated by a paſſion for amuſement, as it ever was, to 
the manifeſt injury of that ſtern virtue, which is 
inſeparable from religion and liberty: therefore the 
ſtrictures on the modes of 1771, may be as truly 
applicable to the preſent year. 
His deſign was to caution his warn; and the 


advice he gives, ſeems to be well calculated to warn 


the riſing generation, not to enliſt under the faſci-- 


pating banners of p18s1yAT10N, Every attempt to 


viſpel the deluſfive charm, is worthy of praiſe; and 
E to 


SIG. —ᷣ-t: 


— — — 


to adminiſter an antidote againſt the potent poiſon 
of this CIRCEAN Cup, is a deed of patriotiſm and 
humanity?! . 

To free the mind from the vain dream of plea- 
hure, and raiſe it on Meditation's Glent wing, te 
take a view of more durable-eojoyments, under the 
immediate protection of the Supreme Being, gan 
alone guide us through | 


This wild, where weeds and flow'rs promiſcuous 
ſhoot z | 
This garden, tempting with forbidden fruit. 

The writer gives the ſtrongeſt evidence of his 
knowledge of that variegated ſcene, His piety, 
good ſenſe, and candor are fo judiciouſly blended, 
I think they cannot fail of being, in ſome degree, 
productive of good to the community at large, to 
which I humbly preſent them, 


October, 1779. THE EDITOR, 
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CLE 


Dax Lapy 


| T* WAS honoured with your oblig- 

ing letter by the hands of your 
couſin 
laws to me, and ſtand next in ſanc- 
tity to holy writ : you may therefore 
be affured of my utmoſt endeavours 
in ſoliciting the promotion for which 
he has ſo good a plea: at the fame 
time, it is right you ſhould know, 
that I am too little a man in the 


great world, to expect favour ; and 
B that 


3 | 
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- Your requeſts are 


l E 4 
that the times * ſo circumſtanced, 
were my zeal for the public wel- 
fare bright as ever martyr ſhewed 
for his faith, my principles and 


opinions, not being of a caſt ſuited 
to the temper of any party, my 


intereſt can never riſe high enough 
to be of much ſervice to your 
couſin. My beſt friend in the 
military line, is alfo in a bad ſtate 
of health. 
In reſpect to the Hax Rr uit, 
in which your aunt, Lap , 
is ſo deeply intereſted, it is -not 
yet ripe for the court; and to give 
you MY opinion of it, would argue 
more zeal than good judgment. 
Alas poor —— ! The account 
Si your 


BY 
your ladyſhip gives me, fills my 
heart with grief! Indeed when 1 
ſaw her laſt, I was alarmed. 
If that ſweet urchin ſhould die, I 


= Adſhall bend to my grave with ſor- 


row and vexation : ſorrow, on ac- 
count of my affection for her; and 
vexation, becauſe I did not tell 
you all my mind, in relation to 
LATE HOURS, Which I daily ſee 
bring numbers to their grave by 
quicker ſteps. 
In the comparative view of the 
lives of many young women of 
quality, and no quality, yours is 
ſober and temperate ; but you are 
not always ſo old as you decently 
may be, in theſe your days of 
B 2 youth, 
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youth, with a view to be young 
when you are old. I do not won- 
der; the diſtemper is contagious, 
and not eaſily cured. Take care of 
yourſelf. | 

It is faid, © If you follow truth 


too cloſe, ſhe will kick your teeth 
out.“ But if I ſuppreſs the decla- 


ration of my thoughts, I ſhall 


not act the part of an honeſt man, 


and your GUARDIAN; and I had 
rather hazard my fortune, than 


depart from my principles, — or 


abandon your cauſe. WM 


EK Know then, my good Lady 4» 


that your going to ſo many places 
of amuſement, and ſtaying there so 
MANY LATE HOURS, diſturbed my 

9 | repoſe, 
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repoſe. I mourned left you ſhould 
prepare, for | yourſelf, an early 
grave; or bury ſome of thoſe. 
generous virtues your noble fa- 
ther taught you, and for which, I 


have been, from your infancy, ha- 


bituated to think you, next to a 
perfect model. 
It is my conſolation, that I 
know you are accuſtomed to THINK, 
Do you ſerioully believe, that na- 
TURE ever intended women ſhould 
ſpend the night, or any part of 
it, beyond TWELVE O'CLOCK, in 
dancing? Whether you attend a 
BALL, or any other amuſement, - 
the more ſplendid it is, the more 
hurtful to your eyes; and the more 
B 3 people 


T SJ. 
people are aſſembled, the more per- 
nicious the air; and the longer you 
ſtay, the more you will forget when 
you ought to retire. 

In all climates, at certain ſea- 
ſons of the year, the | tetreat of 
the ſun renders the night air hurt- 
ful; in ſome regions it is DEADLY ; 

" -» _ and in no country is the weather 
more inconſtant, than with us; 
the moſt robuſt often feeling it 
in the pay; how are the moſt de- 
licate to bear it, in the nicur ? If 
nature had formed us of leſs fine 
materials, the morbid effluvia of 
a crowded aſſembly, would be one 
of the moſt expeditious erpes 
dients, INTEMPERANCE, as an auxi- 
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liary to FoLLy, could deviſe, to cut 
the tender ſtrings of life! 

You, dear Lady „ have 
no reaſon, that I can imagine, 
for being tired of LIVING; you 
have hardly yet taken poſſeſſion 
of life; but permit me to remind 
you, that COMPLACENCY IN IT, 
depends on 6G00D HOURS, in the 
fame degree that GOOD HOURS ad- 
miniſter to HEALTH.—Obſerve, how 
by univerſal conſent, we uſe the 
term GOOD, or BAD HOURS, as ap- 
plicable to the ſeaſon naruRE hath 


appointed for resT: and in this 


view the hours were G00D or BAD, 
before I was born, and will be ſo 
when you are grown as old as I 


B 4 am | 
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how manners change, and that the 


ED 


am! rashloxs change, but the 


laws of nature remain the ſame. 


Goop or. BAD hours, are rela- 
tive to the happineſs or miſery of 
thoſe who make them ſo. Obe 
dience - to the rules of health and 
ſobriety of manners, is the ordi- 
nary conſequence of ooo HOURS : 
ſo when the virtues combine, or 
the vices unite their force, their 
effects are too obvious to need 
any comment. 

Goop and BAD hours relate to 
TIME and ETERNITY! We all know 
the wonderful power of cus ro, to 


pervert the heart, and confound the 


underſtanding. We are ſenſible 


DEED 
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PEED which at one period was 
ſhameful, at another may become 
the faſhionable taſte. 

In my early part of life, 3 
it was ſaid of any Max, he keeps 
BAD HOURS, It was in effect ſtamp- 
ing on him a mark of diſgrace; 
with a wOMAN it bordered on in- 
famy. But ſuppoſing we paſs ovei 
all good old notions of coop 
and BAD hours, will it alter the 
caſe, with regard to our con- 
duct, in theſe FLUTTERING times? 
If there is any ſuch thing as G00 
and” Bab, as applicable to hours, 
and we walk in the beaten track; 
the nasrT of people of the Tox 


will infe& us who aſſociate with » 
\ | 


them. 


110 J 


them. Conſider it as you pleaſe, it 
will be keeping BaD Hours! I 
know ſome who will not acknow- 
ledge it as a fault, but rather decry 
their opponents. 
Lady - makes her comment 
on my doctrine: Monſtrous ! 
« Ridiculous !—This poor an- 
« cient Being is as mad as KING 
« 1.348, when he raved againſt the 
<« perverſe ſpirit of his daughter. 
“ BAD HouRs, as he repreſents 
© them, never related to ELEGANT 
« LIFE, but only to debauchery 
« and drunkenneſs.” It may be 
ſo; but it was becauſe BAD mours 
were peculiar to debauchees and 
drunkards: and hoy, at this pe- 
Fit © riod, - © 


1 

riod, are we to draw the line? 

Bad hours then ſtood as marks 

of vice, and not the vice of Bap 
HOURS ; for this might be com- 

mitted under a mid-day ſun. | 

ELEGANT LIFE, properly under- 

ſtood, does not claſh with rules 

of ſobriety. ; but rules of ſobriety 

claſh with Bad Hours. Goop 
hours are criterions of virtue: BaD 

HOURS appear as a bloody flag, 

a ſignal for battle, whether vix- 
TUE or VICE ſhall prevail: That 
vaſt numbers, in what is called 

ELEGANT" LIFE, become victims in 
this conteſt, there are unnumbered 

_. proofs! 

Lady — alfo ſays, How is 
6e this 


8, 8 
te this old man qualified to judge 
« of the charms and pleaſures of 
« youth; perhaps he never was 
« ſenſible of either, and now wears 
« in his breaſt a flint inſtead of a 
* heart. If he does not under- 
ce ſtand what MODERN PLEASURES 
« conſiſt in, he cannot poſſibly 
ee judge of them. What doth it 
te ſignify, whether he paſſes the 
« moſt part of his time, by the 
« light of the day, or I mine by 
ce the light of flambeaux and 
ce candles? He fays his prayers: 
« very fit for mim; and I ſay 
© mine; but I alſo dance and 
ce ſing: which of the two is in the 
- beſt condition? — 


ny - 


What 
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What can we ſay of this poor 
girl, who is within the ſhadow of 
reaſon, but flies from the ſhelter of 
it; and evading a candid con- 
feſſion, plays the fool on the verge 
of ruin to her health, if perchance 
her morals ſhould paſs unhurt. 

There is no harm in the FLAaM- 
BEAU nor the CANDLE, the DANCE 
nor the FIDDLE ; but there is harm 
in the quantity of the time ſhe 
devotes to her amuſement. The 
zap hours, for I muſt call them 
by that name, which ſhe keeps, 
in their ordinary confequences 
militate agaiftſt the regular true 
conduct of a googl ſubject, a 
good daughter, a good wife, and a 
good 
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good mother: and will they qua- 
lify her for that RELIeious CasT 
OF THOUGHT, Which, as a CHRIS- 
TIAN, ſhe is bound to cheriſh, 
cultivate and improve, with all di- 
ligence? Hours well devoted, 
have for their object immortal joy, 
and bliſs unutterable! 

Lady ſtill evades a logical 


diſquiſition, and a candid acknow- 


ledgment of her paſſion for amuſe- 
ment, by ſaying, © My religion is 
« of a liberal kind, not ſunk in 
« the gloom of a hermit's cave, 
cc ag this OLD Man's. The better 
« humour I am in, the more 
« plealipg to heaven; and the 


«© more I amuſe myſelf, the better 


« humour 


- 


on: 

e humour I am in.” Here again 
you ſee the snADOw of the virtue, 
the SUBSTANCE is overlooked, 

Is it true, do you imagine, that 
ſhe is really in the better humour 
for ſo much amuſement? I am 
confident it 1s not the way to be 
EQUAL, -PLACID, CALM and re- 
ſigned. We are admoniſhed, © to 
ce be ſober and vigilant,” becauſe 
death often viſits mankind like a 
thief in the night. 

] The deluſion in the heart of my 
ran antagoniſt is apparent; for 
the more eager ſhe is in her pur- 
ſuit of PLEASURE, the leſs capable 
of being much amuſed. This is 
human nature ! Let her aſk any 

veteran, 


. 
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veteran, in this inglorious warfare, 
if what I fay, be not true; for, 
when amuſement becomes the Bu- 
sss of life, it loſes its zeſt, 
while it diſqualifies for neceſſary 
duties and occupations. 
PLEASURE grows ſick, if we teaſe 
her with fondneſs. Variety is the 
object which mankind deſire : we 
change the ſcene of life from hour 
to hour; but every hour ſhould 
be RATIONALLY and RELIGIOUSLY 
ſpent. If it is equal and conſiſtent, 
it will be joyful, and charity will 
attend it : if it be not joyful, it can- 
not. be truly religious; and if it is 
not religious, it cannot be pleaſing 
to the God of Nature who made 


us 


( 17 ] 
us rational, has framed us alſo for 
religion: and we never find that 
reaſon ſupports her dignity with- 
out religion.—Such are* the high 
fignatures of immortality ! This 
is remarkably diſtinguiſhed in 
CHRISTIANITY; a ſyſtem of the 
moſt ſublime pleaſure, diſplayed 
in hope, and faith, and the divine 
philanthropy which it inſpires! 
I have much to ſay to you; but 
for the preſent, muſt take my leave. 
I have the honour to be, 
Madam, 
Your Ladyſhip's 
true friend, and 
obedient ſervant, 


* 


April 10, 177r. 
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Dear Lapy 3 


o have read a certain ve- 
nerable book, in which we 

are cautioned not to ſpeak evil 
of the abſent, leſt the birds of 
the air ſhould convey it to their 
ears. Happy would it be, if we 
were more reſtrained by RRLI- 
GIOUS, as well as PRUDENTIAL 
conſiderations. It is a judicious. 
adage, Confine your tongue, 
ee that it may not confine you.” 
; | I told 


. 
1 told you in my laſt the re- 
flexions Lady —— had made, on 
my moralizing on the ton. One 
of AER friends communicated this 
intelligence to me, not fooliſhly, 
but knowing my good diſpoſition 
towards her; and that I ſhould 
take advantage of it, not to my 
own diſpleaſure, but for her true 
| ſervice. | 
What a misfortune it is to re- 
ſent above meaſure, or make 
FRUITLESS COMPLAINTS! But when 
the queſtion relates to unguarded 
words, in which the JupcMtnT 
is generally more in fault than 
the nzarr, reſentment is but an- 
other word for cxveLTyY or folly. 
C 2 - 
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It ſeldom happens that the evil 
ſpoken of us, is half ſo great as 
the evil we daily ſpeak or think. 
Flaming wrath or burning indig- 
nation, which were not made for 
MAN, only prove a vicious ſelf- 
love, and a repugnance to the 
principle on which alone we build 

the hopes of immortal bliſs! 
Where is the wiſdom of making 
the weakneſs of another, the oc- 
caſion of our own falling? Re- 
member thy end, and let enmity 
ceaſe. Remember corruption and 
death, and abide in the com- 
mandments.” Is not this genuine 
CHRISTIAN, and ſound MoraL phi- 
loſophy ? | 
| | Con- 


1 ], 

CorruPTIon and DEATH !— 
This muſt relate to the corrup- 
tion of our moral faculties, not 
to putrefaction after death, for 
then it ſhould ſtand “ pzaTH and 

CORRUPTION.” 
Be this as it may, when you 
next ſee Lady ——, and fee her 
you certainly will, if you come to 
town next winter, will you give 
me leave to charge you with my 
moſt reſpectful regards; and to tell 
her— that I have the honour to 
conſider. myſelf as her friend ;— 
that if, by any means, I can do her 
good, I ſhall rejoice, not for her 
ſake only, but for my own, as doing 
good to my sour. Tov know 
C 3 that 
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that I can have no worLDLY in- 
tereſt in ſaying this.—Tell her 
alſo, that if ſhe will ſeek for re- 
fources' in her own mind and 
underſtanding, ſhe will certainly 
find them. While ſhe has a 
needle or a globe, a muſical in- 
ſtrument, a book, or a pen, a pa- 
rent to cheriſh and obey, a friend 
to oblige, or a neighbour in diſ- 
treſs to relieve, why will ſhe fly 
from herſelf, and range abroad for 
That which ſhe may find much ſu- 
perior in her own boſom ? 
Has ſhe made up her mind on 
the ſubject of mortality, by reading 
the records of her faith, with re- 
Ipect to a life to come? Tell her 

| that 


. | 
that by treſpaſſing on ſleep, ſhe 
wantonly waftes the balm of life, 
and brings on decay, inviting the 
very old age for which ſhe inad- 
vertently entertains ſo little reſpect. 
It is not to be imagined, that 
I am fo much intereſted for her 
as I am for you; but I ſhall con- 
ſider her alſo as my wax, if ſhe 
will liſten to my words and weigh 
my counſel : They.are the dic- 
tates of a heart devoted to the 
good of others. I will remind 
her of what ſhe owes to her own 
ſoul, and that it is impoſſible to 
inſult Tux, without his reſenting 
it. As the keeper of the SEAL or 
| C4 mr., 
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ETERNITY, he ſtands high in rank 
and dignity, and demands reſpect! 
The day may come, when, if ſhe 
were miſtreſs of a world, ſhe 
would give it for ox POOR HOUR, 
and think the purchaſe cheap. 
Yet one hour is not better than 
another, but as it may be better 
employed : and what hour can ſhe 
reckon upon, as her own, except 
the PRESENT ? 
Will ſhe be ſo juſt to herſelf, as 
to mark how many drop at her 
age, as well as at other ſtages of 
life? Will ſhe conſider that there 
is no ſecurity for the moſt confi- 
dent among the children of men? 
Will not this thought engage 
her 
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her to be humble, on a principle 
of virtuous ſelf- love? 

If * the ordinary manner of 
ſpending time is the only way of 
Judging of the inclinations of any 
one, what concluſions are we to 
draw in relation to thoſe who live 
in a continual roũnd of amuſe- 
ments and diſſipation? 

You know that King ALFRED 
was eſteemed a wiſe man and a 
good prince. It is ſaid, that he 
devoted one third of the twenty- 
four hours to his ſleep and food; 
one third to his buſineſs and recrea- 
tion; and one third to ſtudy and 
prayer.. By ſtudy and prayer we 
may underſtand converſation with 

his 


[ 26 J 

his own heart, as well as his ad- 
dreſſes to the Almighty ! 

We are ſo far taught to believe, 
that in the days of this prince 
true GRANDEUR was ſimplicity of 
foul, difplayed by TEMPERANCE, 
PIETY, and other virtues, which 
made up the characters of GREAT 
and good men and women. — Of 
what are we now made up?— 
Bluſh, O Moprsrv, at the con- 
tempt of Tims, or the partition of 
it, as regulated by the Tow ! 
_: Twas is Lis; and thoſe who 
ſquander it, ſquander away life; 
they are ſpendthrifts of the moſt 
-profligate kind. Diverſion, a- 
muſement, or by whatever ſoft 


1 name 


F 


(on ] | 
name Lady —— may pleaſe to 

call her purſuits, if ſhe is in dan- 
ger of their becoming her bor, 
ſhe ſo far offers incenſe to a FaLss 
GoD, and the TRUE ONE may pu- 
niſh her. Sooner or later ſhe muſt 


' REPENT, And would it not be 


much ſafer and better, to make 
AMUSEMENT her ſlave, than be a 
ſlave to it? If ſhe is held captive, 
within the magic circle of modern 
diſſipation, what is ſhe but a 
SLAVE ? 
She plumes herſelf on her hs 
' the exults becauſe ſhe is not oLD ; 
ſo I underſtand her remarks on 
my ſituation and my ſentiments. 
She ſuppoſes youth to be the ſea- 
N ſon 
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fon of joy, and why? Becauſe it 


is pleaſant to behold the ſun, and 
that her days of life may proba- 
bly be the longer ; but they May 
be the longer in soRRow ; and 


man is certainly born to ſorrow |! 


Reverſe the poſition, and 40 is 


the ſeaſon of joy. It hath paſſed 


the mournful part, and approaches 
nearer to bliſs which hath no end ! 
It hath more knowledge to ſhun 
evil, and in ſome reſpects a leſs 
propenſity to it. Age is calm, 
youth impetuous, and therefore 
ſooner takes fire; and becauſe leſs 
knowing than age, is ſooner de- 
ceived into a fool's paradiſe. But 
ig not youth in a ſtate of more 

native 


[ op ] 


native ſimplicity and generoſity of 
ſoul ? Truly I think it is; we may 
therefore compound the matter; 
for if life is pleaſant, only as the 
proſpect of death is comfortable; 
-and if we remember not our Crea- 
tor in the days of youth, we are 
likely to forget him at other times; 
the difference then is not worth a 
conteſt. WE ALL Dir! When we 
are young, we pray to live to be 
old. To pray to continue young 
would be an abſurd, if not an im- 
pious petition. 
| Tell her that I have travelled 
over the ground ſhe only wiſhes to 
tread. That though ſome parts 
of it were fragrant with roſes and 
honey- 


Go | 
honeyſuckles, others abounded in 
thorns, I have been often tor- _ 
tured with pain in my youth; 
bur as I never abandoned myſelf, 
I never forſook my God: and he 
hath not forſaken me. Still in- 
dulgent, his mercy ho been diſ- 
played, but more in the pains I 
have ſuffered, than the pleaſures 
I have enjoyed. This is no para- 
dox. Tell her I never attempted 
to vindicate the errors I was con- 
ſcious of; and that I now deyout- 
ly pray ſhe may diſdain ſubjection 0 
to the rox, till this ſhall conſiſt 
in ſomething wise and ooob. 
What is the xss8xnce of this 
rox? If it invades the native li- 
5 berty 


LY 
6 * 


Tg 4 


berty of the ſoul ; if it requires 
a ſervile obſervance of rules and 
practices, of no value to the cauſe 
of virtue, it is not worthy of her 
regard, let who will be advocates 
for it ! 

We have a vulgar, but ſagacious 
proverb, © FooLs and their money 
are ſoon parted.” May we not 
with equal propriety urge, that 
TIME and the FOOLISH are upon ill 
terms. Thoſe who are profuſe of 
money, are ſeldom provident of 
time. To judge from events, the 
vs of both generally keeps pace, 
of which we daily ſee the moſt 
ſtriking inſtances. But which of 
the two evils. will create the moſt 

1 miſery, 


LY 
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miſery, on the doſe of the ac- 
count, is more eaſy to comprehend 
than deſcribe. The want of mo- 
ney chiefly relates to the FLESH, 
the abuſe of time to the $PIRrT. 
Happy it is when the want of time 
and money are ſo ſeverely felt, that 
a change in our habits of liying 
prevents a proſtitution of our in- 
tereſt, for the ſhadow of plea- 

fure! 

Let us not wander from the path 
which the great Author of nature 
has pointed out to us! To riſe 
from the death of ſleep, and be- 
hold the viſible repreſentative of 
the inviſible God, as far as mortal 
eye can view him To adore the 


majeſty 


. 

majeſty of Heaven clothed “ in 
Licat, as with a garment!” to 
embrace the golden day, and re- 
Joice in light! This is to LIVE: 
this is worthy of an intelligent 
agent; worthy of her who hopes 
to enjoy the brightneſs of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs ! 

Let Lady —— Keep 60605 
HOURS, and her warfare will be leſs 
arduous. , She will fubmit to NA- 
TURE; and, going in due time toreft, 
riſe to perform the great buſineſs 
of life; and, according to the wiſe 
man, be entitled to © a ſeat with 
princes.” She will be the more 
honoured by every claſs among 
the ſober part of mankind. So- 

"2 briety 
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Under that glorious appellation, 
what might not a lady of her 


1 
briety will turn her thoughts to 
the concerns of her ſoul, the 
wonders of redemption by the 
Son of God; and how it may fare 
with thoſe who do noT © redeem 
the time,” though they ko. © the 
days are evil.” 

I conſider her as a CHRISTIAN ! 


ſtrength of mind, and perſonal 
charms accompliſh? Common 
SENSE now calls on her, with an 
angel's voice, and whether ſhe 
chuſes or not, ſhe muſt anſwer. _ 
_ I plead her cauſe with pleaſure : 
I know ſhe has good ſenſe: ſhe muſt 
learn to apply it, Let her attend 

to 


EE 


to her own clear and indubitable 
intereſt, and her mind will receive 
new ſtrength. She will have 
fewer painful thoughts to contend 
with; and more energy of ſoul ro 
baffle the prince of darkneſs ! The 
ſcene of her joys will be leſs ſub- 
ject to change. According to the 
meaſure of her Hops, ariſing 
from a consiSTENT conduct, the 
graſs will appear to her in fuller 
verdure ; the trees will afford a 
more grateful ſhade; the melody. 
of birds will be ſweeter to her 
ears; and the bubbling ſtream re- 
freſh her ſenſes ſo much the more. 
The bleating of ſheep, and the 
mewing of the herds, will ſpeak 
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. 
the voice of naTuRe, and ſhe will 
bow herſelf to the earth in joyful 
adoration !—Let her rhIxk, and 
ſhe will feel the perry pervading 
all! The ſtill voice of xzason will 
whiſper to her ſoul, as the ſoft 
gentle breezes fan her body : and 
FAITH Will carry her on ſeraphs 
witigs to the manſions of eternal 
Joy! 

In a word, let her sztx, and ſhe 
will rio! There can be no cruel 
neceſſity for amuſements, out of 
ſeaſon, to bewilder her thoughts 
by day, or diſturb her dreams by 
night. Txvz joy is calm as the 
night, bright as the day. Let 


_e” ſeek it, I ſay, and from the 


dawning 
9 


. 1 
dawning of the day, till the mid- 
night darkneſs, her heart will in- 
cline to coop. She will offer 
the ſacrifice of prayer with a 
more willing and delighted mind, 
than That with which ſhe now 
dreſſes, for a mid-night entertain- 
ment. 5 
To a mind tinctured with true 
piety, the God of nature appears 
in all his works! Every religious 
ſentiment brought into habit, and 
aſſimilated with the ſoul, is an 
emahtation of the Deity! Let her 
labour for ſuch a habit, and her 
REASON will acquire new ſtrength, 
her raiTa will elevate her heart, 
and her sprRrr feel, that Gob 18 
ALL IN ALL | | 
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5 
Jou, my dear Lady ——;, have 
not taken ſuch copious draughts of 
pleaſure, ſo called; nor indulged 
in puerilities nor falſe maxims, 
and conſequently will eaſily com- 


prehend my doctrine, and have 
a true reliſh for it; not as the 
viſionary effuſions of pious in- 


ſanity; not as the effects of a 
mind grown callous by time, ca- 
villing at juvenile joys; but as 
TRUTHS, by-which youare to ſtand 


or fall for ever! I wiſh to enlarge 


the ſcene of youthful pleaſures, by 
rendering the Fancy ſubſervient 
to REASON. The more the ima- 
gination, and other faculties of 


rhe ſoul, are enlarged, the ſcene 
of 


t 31 


of our pleaſures will be expands, 
and we ſhall ſtill remember that 
we are RATIONAL and ACCOUNT- 
ABLE BEINGS, | 

If Gop 1s ALL IN ALL, he is in 
the city as well as the village ; and 
in the buſy purſuits, with all © the 
various buſtle of reſort,” he is to 
be found by thoſe who ſeek him. 
The right application of our time, 
makes him adorable in the ſound 
of muſic, and in the harmony of 
MOTION, as well as the praiſes 
we offer to him in his holy 
temple. Modeſty and propriety 
may reign triumphant in the aſ 
ſembly room, as impudence and 
profligacy in the chambers of i ini- 
quity. But do you believe the 
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happy turn of mind, of which I 
am giving you this portrait, was 
ever acquired by an INTEMPERATE. 
purſuit of amuſement ? Hath it yet 
entered the heart of man or wo- 
man, to call our modern nacturnal 
diverſions, TEMPERATE ? What are 
their effects on numbers who fol- 
low them? This mournful part of 
the ſtory, would check the motion 
of your youthful blood ! 

An evil diſpoſition may prevail 


in the mind; and evil deeds may 


accompany it, though we retire to 
reſt with the ſun. But there is a 
kind of heavenly temper in obey- 
ing the call of naruzz, expreſſed 


in oo HoVvRs ; and the contrary 


diſpoſition 


[| 4k 4 
_ diſpoſition appears in a ftriking 
point of view, in thoſe who run 
retrograde to this order of things. 
How ſtrangely do we abuſe the 
hours, by reverſing their order! 
Even the buſineſs of government, 
as directed by the great council of 
the nation, now generally begins 
when it ſhould end. In many 
countries abroad, where I have 
travelled, the public officers. are 
at their buſineſs, nearly with the 
firſt appearance of the ſun; and they 
conſider, that the ſooner they have 
done their work, the ſooner their 
hours of amuſement will com- 
mence. I know of no country 
where za HOURS are ſo much the 
TON as with us, 


L 42 ]. 

The cuſtom of pap movrs has 
many pernicious effects. It revolts 
agaihſt common charity in reſpect 
to the welfare of others. Whence 
ariſe the diſorders of domeſtic 
life? Come they not chiefly from 
BAD HOURS ? HocaRrTH has given 
us an admirable portrait of a 
morning, or rather a noon inter- 
view, between a faſhionable pair, 
after a night's extravagance : but 
this expreſſes nothing of the ſcene, 
in the earlieſt part of the night, 
among the ſervants, male and fe- 
male, who are left at home, kept 
from their reſt, -unawed by the 
eye of ntaſter or miſtreſs. It de- 


ſcribes nothing that is paſſing 
abroad 


[ 43 ] 
abroad hy maſter or miſtreſs, 
coachman, footman, or chairman. 
What a ſcene of diſſipation is 
ſpread around! If the ingenious 
artiſt had employed his pencil, 
if any pencil could reach the de- 
ſcription, what a diſplay it would 
furniſh ! 

Is not a great part of the bad 
principles, debaucheries, thefts, and 
infidelity found among many do- 
meſtics, owing to the BAD HOURS 
kept by maſters and miſtreſles ? 
Thoſe who paſs their days and 
nights in a manner ſo hurtful to 
themſelves, act injuriouſly to the 
community. 


If you are wiſe, my good La- 


7 "= =o 


[ 44 | 
dy ——, keep your diſtance ; and 
let your light ſo ſhine, that the 

world ſeeing your 600D thoughts, 
by your good peeps, it may glorify 
the LoxD or NaTuRE, the Gop in 
whom you live; and from whoſe 
mercy you hope for immortal 
glory! Farewell. 


I am, 
Dear Lady mrs 
moſt fincerely, 
." your's, 


= April 16, 1771. 
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Drax Lapy ——, 
_ high regard I have for 

1 you, and the reverence 
which reigns in my heart for the 
memory of my friend, your much- 
honoured and noble father, bind 
me in the bands of friendſhip to 
your ſervice, The ſacred office I 
undertook at his requeſt, com- 
bines in eſtabliſhing your title to 
my regards; not that I mean to 
intrude my apvice, but only to 
give you my OPINION, 


Experience 


© 3 ny 
Experience has ſupplied me 
with many proofs, that the reign- 
ing cuſtom of aMusEMENT, among 
people of your rank, is carried 
beyond all bounds of common 
ſenſe and common modeſty. This 
paſſion gratified from morning till 
\ night, if any Mornincs they may 
be ſaid to have, and till the night 
is far ſpent, preys on the vitals of 
» domeſtic peace, moral rectitude, 
religious hope; and, while it in- 
jures health, deſtroys the fimpli- I 
city of our manners | 
Beſides the ordinary diſeaſe of 
this climate, ſo often. fatal to the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed for beauty, 
other diſorders prevail, not known 
"2 among 
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among our youth in former ages, 
At BRISTOL HOT-WELLS, one may 
always ſee many dying in con- 
ſumptions: but in Barg alſo, are 
now found young perſons in PAL- 
SIES, and ſuch kinds of diſtempers. 
Something in the AxIMAL, as well 
as the MORAL œconomy of life, is 
off its hinges. 

The common practice of noc- 
TURNAL diſſipation, and the irre- 
gular reſt which follows it, muſt 
play havoc with TENDER conſtitu- 
tions, The conduct of the mo- 
ther may affect the infant before 
it ſees the light: but if the 
daughter, having hardly quitted 
her leading: ſtrings, follows her 

| to 


[48] 
to a crowded aſſembly, when 
perhaps the pureſt air and moſt 
ſalubrious reſt, are neceſſary to 
her preſervation, it will nip her 
in the bud, and blaſt her blooming 
beauty : it will alſo prove a ma- 
nifeſt injury to her morals, and 
the” TRUE notions of life which 
ſhe ought to learn while ſhe is 
young, and not the rAlsE ones ſhe 
ought not to learn at any time. 

Your excellent mother died 
young, as you have cauſe to re- 
member; not by any fault of her 
own ; but nature had framed her 
ſo exquiſitely, ſhe, could not laſt 
long: let it be a leſſon to you! 
Various are the roads which lead 
to 
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to death. Some ſhorten their days 
in MINES, ſhut out from the fun's 
cheering rays ; ſome make WALTER 
LEAD, content to hazard life for 
the ſlender means of maintaining 
it; PAINTERS look languid and 
droop; wax and COMMERCE bring 
thouſands to an early grave; ſome 
fall by lawleſs commerce ; ſome 
by © applying rebellious liquor 
to their blood.” Reaſon is often, 
I may ſay continually, abandoned 
to gratify paſſion or appetite: but 
nothing intemperate 1s done wh 
impunity, 

And now, my dear Lady — 
let us take a view of thoſe who 
figure at the top of life ! Can 
E THEY 


1 50 ] 
ruxv follow bad courſes, can they 
purſue nocturnal amuſements, and 
not offer themſelves as victims 
at the ſhrine of roLLY? It is ſaid, 
e that men have the ſame vene- 
ration for thoſe who ſuffer adver- 
fity without dejection, as for de- 
moliſhed temples, the very ruins 
of which are reverenced.“ If 
to ſuffer without dejection, im- 
plies VIRTUE, and VIRTUE IN AF- 
FLICTION demands the tribute of 
praiſe from men and angels! 
what ſhall we ſay of whole hoſts 
of afflictions, led on by pride and 
folly, plunging thouſands into 
temporal xu, and ſome into 
DESPAIR? | 
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_ Enquire 


Ege! 

Enquire into the cauſe; you 
will find this edifice of amuſe- 
ment, built for the moſt part by 
a falſe light; and after midnight, 
muſt ever totter from its founda- 
tion, as an ill-formed, fooliſh de- 
ſign, pothering the artiſt till ſhe 
loſes her powers of diſcerning, 
and knows not what ſhe is about. 

Guard yourſelf, my daugh- 
ter! While you look on with pity 
and compaſſion, EXPOSTULATE, 
not IMITATE. - Be not infirm of 
purpoſe in a noble cauſe ; noble 
becauſe reaſonable ; noble as it 
has virtue for its object; and no- 
ble becauſe it oppoſes the torrent 
of folly, which, like the ocean in 
83 a ſtorm, 
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a ſtorm, ſwelling its boſom with 


_ uplifted rage, threatens an inun- 


dation, Let it not be ſaid, that 
the amiable Lady .contri- 
buted her ſhare to our undoing. 
If women, calling intemperance 
by a wrong name, think they may 
do any thing, not groſsly offenſive ; 
men, who are more daring, will 


| leap over all the boundaries of 


morality and religion. Nature 
intended the ſexes for their mu- 
tual. ſupport, not their mutual 
undoing. How charmingly beau- 
tiful to behold a young woman, 
like yourſelf, refined in man- 
ners, exalted in religion; by her 
influence awing the UNTHINKING 
crowd, 
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1 
crowd, who offer homage to the 
rox. l ; 
Had many of the perpetrators. 
of their own undoing kept 00 
HOURS, they had not fallen inglo- 
riouſly by the means of their own 
vanity and irregular habits. 

Give me leave, dear Lady ——, 
to put you on your guard. Kerr - 
ooo HouRs! If you return to 
town, READ and CONSIDER my 
letters, as MITHRIDATES againſt 
the poiſon of the rox: deſpiſe ' 
ſuch leſſons, and your excellent 
heart, and lively fancy, your incom- 
parable candour, and diſtinguiſhed 
good ſenſe, will not avail you: theſe 
talents will be of no other uſe, than, 

E 3 _ aſter 


f 


; . 
dance away a few ſucceſſive nights, 


wounds the ſimplicity and purity 
of our manners! It is a departure 


| proſpe of our comfort and 
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after a ſeaſon, to make you lament 
the more, your having been a 
dupe to the row. And as to your 
perſonal charms, which I leave 
younger men to extol ; fit up, or 
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and your eyes will be as hollow, 
and your cheeks as thin, as if you 
had performed a rigorous pen- 
nance. 

The cuſtom of nap novss, 
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from $SoBRIETY, darkening the 


peace; it ſo bewilders the under- 
ſtanding, we cannot diſcover what 
we mean, nor why we are ſo loſt, 
as to act without a meaning. 
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I will preſume to tell you, that 
I had rather hear you were ſo ill- 
adviſed, as to retire to a NUNNERY 
when you again go to FRANCE, 
than that you ſhould ſubmit to 
become a dupe to the rox, or ac- 
compliſhed in the art and myſtery 
of SQUANDERING TIME. 

If you ſhould return next win- 
ter to viſit this grand abode of 


every thing that 1s, and is vor 


good; the ſight of you, like the 
« converſation of a friend, will 
brighten my eyes; but unleſs 
you reſolve to revolt from the 
TON, I ſhall receive a more exalt- 
ed conſolation, in hearing that 
you are determined to ſtay in the 

| E 4 North. 


dictate. Be manly, generous, and 


not ſo bad as your ob FRIEND 
repreſents. them. I will venture 


| connected with my moſt intimate 


K 8 


North. Wherever you dra this 
vital air, ſeek for the friends of 
freedom of. mind, detached from 


all rA Tx in FASHIONS, as well as 


POLITICS, as your reaſon may 


Nous; fear God, and exerciſe 
your charity.: but pay no ſeryile ho- 
mage to dangerous or . fantaſtical 
cuſtoms,., Act up to your own true 


ſenſe of Rich, and in good time- || 
you will n an angel in- 


deed! _ ; 
You 1 that FI. are 


to aſſure you, that, ſeveral who are 


friends, 
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and who, by infamous cuſtorns 
being grown callous to the ſuffer- 


191 

friends, are galloping through 
cheir eſtates, and others are run- 
ning into perdition! Follies un- 
heard of by their forefathers, are 
daily committed. SUBJECTS are 


guilty of 1MPERIAL extravagancy ;. 


as if each could command the 
purſe of the nation; and that this 
had no bottom. If it were proper, 
I could tell you of many, of whom = 
your benignant heart has no ſuſpi- 
cion, living on the verge of penury. 
expect to ſee them fall, full un- 
pitied by thoſe, whoſe example 
has been the cauſe of their ruin; 


ings of their own families, have 
no 


L MY 
no tears for the tale of another's 


woe! You will think this paſſing 


ſtrange, and wondrous pityful, 
but ſo it 1s!—Be on your Guard! 

Nor ſhould you wonder, when 
I tell you, that ſuch ſad events 
are happening, at a period when 
arts and refinements are carried 
to. the moſt exalted height; and 
every. thing which can adorn life, 
or render it pleaſing, preſents it- 
ſelf to our hands and eyes. But 
here, alas! the venom lurks ! The 


FANCY is awakened by a profuſe 


variety of objects: the paſſions 
are inflamed with a multiplicity 
of deſires: and the votaries to 


FOLLY. alk no aſſiſtance from Hea- 


1 ven! 
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ven They ſeem abandoned to 
their deſtiny, Not having hearts 
to glorify the Giver of all good, 
they rather ſpurn at his bounty : 
in real deed they ſeek their own 
miſery. 
Tour good heart may lead you 
to think, that MorarrsTs expect 
too much; that is, more than 
reaſon and experience warrant, 
every age having furniſhed fo 
much cauſe for complaint: but 
ſuch are not able moraliſts. Yo 
will pleaſe to conſider, that 
is of little moment to COMPAR 
times. Are we now very faulty 
and ſhall we menD ?—If we hav! 
leſs nypockisy than in ſome ti 

8 paſt, 
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paſt, I apprehend we abound 
more in impudence and infidelity, 
Our native ſimplicity and honeſt 
firmneſs; our ſtrong principles and 
courage, in maintaining truth, 
have given way ta the Tov. This 
abounding ſo much in frivolity and 
extravagance, we can boaſt but of 
few manly qualities, and hardly 
leave ourſelves language for the 
deſcription. of MODERN FOLLIES. 
In the whole catalogue of ex, 
travagant irregularities, late hours, | 
or BAD, hours, ſeem to ſtand forth 
as both cauſe and effect. Bad 
hours of riſing; bad hours of 
meals; bad hours of buſineſs; bad 
hours of amuſement; bad hours 


for 
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for REST. — This habit has created 
ſo procraſtinating a humour, ns 
ooop can come of it! This undiſ- 
ciplined ſtate, is in effect, a con- 
tempt of Tux, unhinging the 
Whole ceconomy of life. Time 
reſents the affront; and many who 
might have been the friends and 
protectors of the VR RT, feel 
the hour when they are become 
incapable of doing any good to 
themſelves. 

Cus ron is vulgarly denomi- 
nated THE LAW OF FOOLS; and it 
is the law of thoſe who act on no 
higher principle. What is the 

Ton? It is not virtue, nor ſenſe; 

it is not „— economy, nor 


a | religion: 
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religion: it is the cuſtom of thoſe 
who ſuffer themſelves to be dupes 
to forms or modes of living, which 
have no foundation in REASON. 
or RELIGION; and conſequently 
no tendency to promote private 
1 or public virtue. Whatever mi- 
litates againſt both theſe, puts 
the ax to the root of moral rec- 
titude and national felicity. 

In many inſtances, this Ton 
ſeems to be ſo inſignificant in their 
fight who have a moderate degree 
of underſtanding, as not to be 
worthy of a. ſerious pen: But 
the event proves it has ſo many 
facinating qualities, and attrac- 
tive own, it. draws the heed- 

leſs 
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leſs into a variety of pernicious 
practices, and hurls vaſt numbers 
into ruin! 

Lou ſtartle !—You look forrow- 
ful !—Your excellent heart feels for 
the miſery of others, without 
knowing how. large the group is. 
Take CARE! do not ſuffer, even 
your compaſſion to draw you 
within the vortex ! 


Tam, , 
With the trueſt reſpect, 
Dear Lady — 
Your's, &c. 


* 


April 20, 1771. 


* 
— — 
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LETTER IV. 


DAR Laby ———. 
Ended my laſt with a ſerious 
1 caution; and in the morali- 
zing mood to which I am hap- 
pily accuſtomed, I begin this. 
Will you then exerciſe your own 
reaſon ? Will you diſdain the ex- 
ample of thoſe whoſe ambiguous 
virtues are covered with the filth of 
FASHION, and indulge no falſe ſen- 
timent, let the authority with 
which 1t is introduced, be what it 
Fd; | may. 


- 


. 

may. Cheriſh your humility ; do- 
ing that, which, if others imitate, 
they ſhall do good to their own 
ſouls. This will exalt you 1n the 
fight of God and men! 

PruDENCE, in male or female, 
is of the higheſt value; but FEAR 
is not a paſſion for a good 


mind: as an evil habit, in your 
ſex, it often ſinks into arrtc- 


TATION: when it is formed of ap- 
prehenſions, what others will ſay, 
notwithſtanding you are acting a- 
greeably to your own ſenſe of ooo, 
it may be a ſhadow of virtue, but 
it is the ſubſtance of folly! Do you 
jmagine it can be of any moment 
to you, what others think of your 

* ſeparation 
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feparation from them, when they 
are at variance with themſelves, 
and condemn their own conduct? 
Raiſe them to your level, if you 
can, but do not fink yourſelf to 


theirs. 
To be humble before God, 


leads to obedience to his laws; 


and ſuch humility will always 
ſhine reſplendently in the fight of 


the wiſe and religious. But com- 


pliance with cuſtoms, which the 
mind condemns, is but another 
name for FOLLY, COWARDICE, or 
other evil propenſity. 
Whether it ſhall pleaſe the Al- 
mighty Diſpoſer of all things, 
that my little ——, your ſweet 
DET = 
( - ſiſter, 


fr 


Z Ez 
ſiſter, ſhall eſcape from this per- 
turbed world, being already fit 
for the angelic choir; or that 
ſhe ſhall live the charming com- 
panion of your tranſient days, 
till death or marriage ſhall divide 
you ; ſtill you will maintain your 
own dignity ; your importance to 
yourſelf ; your weight in the ſcale 
of rational and ACCOUNTABLE BE- 
Ns; and conſider the intereſt 
which the wretched have in the 
preſervation of a life ſo truly va» 
luable. | 
Were your humility to permit 
your ſeeing the amiable figure you 
have the ability of making, and 
actually make in the eyes of the 
 F2 diſcerning 


1% ] 
diſcerning world, it would fire 
your heart with the higheſt ambi- 
tion of deſerving it: I ſay ams1- 
TION, as a familiar word; but J 
mean the deſire of the ſoul, the 
glorious longing for the im- 
mortality promiſed to us as 
CHRISTIANS. | 

I was the other day ſo unfor- 
tunate as to hear it ſaid of the 
« How cheap ſhe 1s in men's 
© eyes; you ſee her in every place 
ce of gay reſort: ſhe knows not | 
© where to fix the boundary of 
« her paſſion for amuſements : 
« what pity 1t 1s that ſuch a la- 
ce dy ſhould underſtand fo little 


what belongs to her intereſt.” 
You 


— : 
— 
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You are ſenſible what may be 
ſaid, every day, of thouſands 
of the flower of our nation, who 
forget what they owe to their 
moſt intimate connex1ons, their 
country, and their own ſouls! 
And for what? Facts are ſtub- 
born things ; there is no contending 
with them, We may endeavour 
to palliate, and urge the cuſtom 
of the times; the innocency of 
intention ; the youthful ſeaſon of 
joy; and ſuch common hackneyed 
arguments, in defence of our fair 
countrywomen; but how ſhall 
we contrive to prove, that the 
TON is calculated for ſubſtantial 
good to its votaries, or any others ? 
| F 3 How 
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How can any love of nature a. 


dorned in ſimplicity; or of nature's 


God, diſplayed in his glorious attri- 
butes, be venerated ? How ſhall 
we prove that ſuch habitsencourage 
arts, improved by ſtudy; or a 
heart and underſtanding devoted 
to the ſervice of mankind ? 

Were we to queſtion cloſely ſome 
of our acquaintance, and trace their 
REAL SENTIMENTS, they would 
be conſtrained to acknowledge, 
their purſuits furniſh no pure and 
unmixed pleaſure, ſuch as they 
feel to be honourable to them- 
ſelves, and beneficial to others. 
Diſſipation is ſo much the paſſion 
of the times, ſhame and benevo- 

lence 


n 
lence ſeem td forbid our ſpeaking 
of it : but the ſtones will ſpeak. 

When we talk of the insaniTY 
of one whom we once knew in his 
right mind, the ſenſibility of the 
heart enfeebles the voice; the 
tongue ſuſpends its powers, rather 
than give ſound to ſo painful a 
thought ! 

I would not treat with aſperity 
any perſon, male or female, of 
whom I entertained any hopes they 
would diſcover their error, and re- 
turn to a ſenſe of their miſdoings. 
Dear Lady ——, I only mean to 
GUARD them againſt the arrows 
whichare ſharpened by xiohr, and 
MURDER SLEEP. Keep yourſelf out 

F 4 of 
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of that round of diſſipation—which 
the ſtars fo often bluſh to behold ! 

Judge you, between me, and the 
objects of my ſorrow and indigna- 
tion. To ſleep involuntarily when 
we ſhould be awake, is a diſeaſe 
of the body; to be buſy in idle- 
. neſs, when nature intends we ſhould 
ſleep, is a malady of the mind, 
verging to inſanity. The ceco- 
nomy of life requires a TEMPERATE 
purſuit of all our pleaſures; it 
diſdains the thought of abſorbing 
ourſelves in any gratification, 
which the heart condemns. True 
devotion knows its bounds : we 
do not hazard the deſtruction of 
health. by nocturnal orgies, nor 
os riſe 


— 


| C271 
rife to pray, when nature com- 
mands us to reſt, 

Can the heart of man find ex- 
cuſes, for the conduct of her who 
neglects the cultivation of her REa- 
$ON, to erect trophies to Fancy, 
on the ruins of common ſenſe ; 
preferring noiſe and tumult, flutter 
and parade, to chearfulneſs and 
ſelf· ſatisfaction; peaceful meals 
and quiet reſt ; joyful hopes, and 
all the triumphs of an monesT 
mind ſeeking for BLISS ETERNAL ! 

Cheriſh the idea of mtr charac- 
ter, who is unmoved by any flat- 
tery or fooliſh example; who en- 
tertains no fear of contempt, nor 
any hope of applauſe, from the 

undiſcerning 


7: + Ba 
endifcerning multitude : her who 
obeys no law that claſhes with rea- 
fon, which wounds religion, or 
prevents the performance of any 
duty, in which ſolid happineſs 
is concerned. Such may yours 
continue to be! 

Mrs. —— told me the other 
night, I might as well preach to 
the wind, or oppoſe the torrent 
of the waves, as expect any good 
from talking to people of the 
TON. I think there are many de- 
grees in folly, therefore I am not 
of her opinion. I meet with ſome 
who ſeem glad to be furniſhed 
with reaſons for ſeparating from 

the giddy multitude, by whom 
| they 
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they are half undone; and as T 
think it treaſonable to deſpair of 
the common-wealth, becauſe it 
contains many untoward ſubjects, I 
eſteem the duty of admoniſhing the 
thoughtleſs, as acceptable to the 
benignant Sovereign of mankind ! 

The time may come, when we 
ſhall more generally recover to a 


ſenſe of our weakneſs. Whether 
this be accompliſhed by the ſmiles 


or frowns of heaven, all things 
happen for co00D to thoſe who ARE, 
or may BECOME OO! 

You ſtand above the common 


level; your example will be the 


more ſeen, admired, and reve- 
renced. If my honeſt zeal in 


* 


111 
your ſervice carries me beyond the 


boundaries of the moderation I am 
preſcribing, you will forgive me. 


Jam, 
| With the utmoſt truth, 
Madam, 
Four Ladyſhip's 
/ moſt obedient 
faithful ſervant 


April 23, 1771, 


LETTER 
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LETTER V. 


Dzar Lapy ——. 


OUR account of the con- 
tinuance of your {ſter's ill- 


neſs diſtreſſes me exceedingly. I 
am alſo ſorrowful in finding that 
you thought my letter reproached 
you, I ſhall not be happy till I 
bear from you again; being truly 
ſenſible that you treated her with 
ſo much kindneſs and fraternal 
love, you did not ſuffer even 
the wind of heaven to blow 

on 
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count ! 


hurtful to ſome conſtitutions ; but 


{ſooner aſſembled, than the air be- 


your being younger than mf 
grandſon, 97A 


[oo] 


on her roughly. Do not afflid 
me, nor yourſelf on any ſuch ac· 


Public places of every kind, 
even under a meridian ſun, are 


how rarely are people ſenſible of 
this! What renders them cnRAR.- 
FUL, they ſuppoſe gives them 
HEALTH: but a crowd is no 


comes unfit for them, whoſe thread 
of life is eaſily cut. Your fant 
ments afford me great pleaſure; 
and imagine not that your reproofs 
are the leſs awful, on account of 


You 


( 9 J 

You are rightly informed, that 
my concern for the happineſs of 
your family, induced me to un- 
burthen my heart, without reſerve, 
to your aunt. You ſay © why did 
you not tell uz 2” My error aroſe 
from the fear of offending, 

To be humble in age, may not 
be ſo common as in youth, but it 
is as much a duty. All times of 
life are ſubject to pride. Were I a 
Seneca or a SOCRATES; or, what 
is better, a Saint PETER or a Saint 
Paur, I could but know that when 
any favourite amuſement has ſeized 
the heart, mankind are apt to be 
as impatient under controul, as 
the fiery ſteed that diſdains the 
bridle, | This 
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dering you thoughtful, even amidſt 
the gayeſt and moſt ſplendid ſcenes! 


diſcourſe with Lady „ your 


finding good huſbands for them ?” 


haſte than good manners) © To 
ſet them up to the beſt bid- 


Aucceeds, but it often fails: for 


| L 80 ] 
This is not your caſe. Na- 
TURE and GRAck combine in ren- 


Though I did not expreſs any 
fear to vou, I had an intereſting 


good aunt. After giving her my 
general opinion, | 

She ſaid, © have you not wit to 
diſcover, that we bring ſuch young 
women into the world, in hopes of 


I replied (perhaps with more 


der? This method ſometimes 


1. 


87 7 = 
it gluts the market, and under- 
values women. Huſbands are 
uſeful an1MaLs, and according to 
my obſervation, generally more 
RATIONAL. | beings, than forlort 
batchelors, or profligate debau- 
chees, who, pretending to be 
wiſer than other men, are greater 
fools, But what man of under- 
ſtanding goes to a BALL in ſearch of 
a wife? He can ſee nothing there 
but her perſon, and That ſhe ſhows. 
= toevery vulgar eye; till at length, 

8 fearful he ſhall ſoon grow ſick of 
an ADMIRABLE creature, whoſe ap- 
parent chief quality conſiſts in 
That, in which a'ſtage-dancer ex- 
cels; he deliberately determines 
* G on 
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on giving the preference to 2 
HARLOT. I appeal, Madam, to 
your own obſervation, if numbers 
of men of rank and fortune do 
not decline marriage; or make 
this ſacred contract ſubſervient to 
vanity or ſome worſe purpoſe? 
I have heard many of them ſay 
as much, and give this reaſon for 
it, that the women, of this age, 
are run mad; that they do not 
chuſe to truſt to the Ton, or mo- 
dern education, and expenſive man- 
ner of living !—Yet, ſtrange as it 
may appear, they countenance wo- 
' MEN in every kind of folly, as if they 
had evil intentions againſt them, 
and equally againſt themſelves. I 

4 al 2 do 
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( 83 J 
do not pretend to vindicate THEIR 
conduct, who to avoid an uncer- 
tain evil, run into an extreme ſo 
- contrary to religion and good 


manners.” 

Her Ladyſhip, with a very ſe- 
rious air replied, © I hope you 
do not approve of the conduct of 
ſuch men. Though I fear there 
is too much truth in what you 
ſay, ſtill we have marriages; and 
if men find no women to their 
FANCY, but as they receive the im- 
preſſion from the bauer, they 
take the dancing girl to their 
boſom and perhaps ſhe may dur 
out very well.“ | 

1 anſwered, © rancy,; Madam? 
2 G 2 I wiſh 
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L wiſh the heart and underſtand- 
ing had a greater ſhare: and as to 
your PERHAPS, it gives me the 
head-ach. In all ſuch caſes, the 
PERHAPS ſhould only go with the 
negative; and: I ſay perhaps ſuch 

agirl.may Nor turn out very well. 
It were happier, that the world 
ſhould be unpeopled, than that it 
ſhould be inhabited by roors. I 
am perfectly ſenſible you are right 
in having marriage in view. I wiſh 
to ſee your girls, in good time, 
married to good men: and you 
intend to promote HAPPY. Max- 
RAGES 2 but have late hours any 
ſuch good tendency | Every mi- 


nute * woman is abſent from 
* 


EAT. 1 
her huſband, or her home, after 
twelve o'clock at night, ſeems 
to be much better calculated 
to cancel, than to confirm the 
matrimonial Contract. And if 
you will trace divorces to their 
ſource, you will find they ſpring | 
from LaTE Hours. If TWELVE ar 
NIGHT is not the lateſt MopesT 
HOUR, Where are you to draw the 
line? I ſay MoDEST Hour ; for in 
days of more ſimplicity, the ex- 
preſſion would be "warranted by 
every precept of piety and pru- 
dence, We ſometimes err by 
Judging of other men as we do of 
ourſelves; but if I were brought 
back to youth or middle age, and 
G * to 
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to marry again, I ſhould hardly, 


with my experience, garner 
my heart,” or throw my ſoul into 


the boſom of a woman who ſhould 


delight to ſit up, or dance, till four, 
or three, or two in the morning; 
whoſe fluttering mind could feel 
no power in reaſon, nor in na- 
ture, repugnant to ſuch a prac- 
tice ; but, tearing out the leaves of 
both, fondly maintain the book 
was not written for her uſe; or 


that ſhe need not care, whether it 


was or not. Thoſe who adopt this 


opinion or practice; is it from a 


ſenſe of honour or delicacy? Is there 


a ſingle virtue, or any female charm 


comprehended | in BAD HOURS? 
ö What 
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« What 18't Jefends the purity of melting ; 


maids 
„ In NIGHTLY balls, or wanton en 


rades, 
« When &? 


c ds hs eli be HG in oodles a hr 


But ſuppoſing all to be as 
chaſte, and pure, and bright as 
fleſh and blood ever pretended ; I, 
who am a tolerable philoſopher, ./ 
at leaſt in theory, cannot conceal | 
how meanly I think of ſuch ſcenes. - 
As to the converſation they furniſh, 
whether expreſſed in lampoon or- 
panegyric, though we are ſome- 
times conſtrained to cry vive LA 
BAGATELLE, This Bagatelle is in- 
ſupportably inſipid. 1 l 

The incidents which occur at, 

6 4 theſe 
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theſe amuſements, beyond the 


DECENT HOUR OF TWELVE, to ſay 
no worſe, makes the deſcription 
of them poor as beggary itſelf, 
When the moſt charming wo- 
man, talks in raptures of sven 
ſcenes, her tongue ſeems to have 
been ſtolen from her, and That 
af ſome ſilly animal placed in its 
room! But giving the ſex all due 
quarter, what more afflicts my 
ſpirit, I am confident that from 
theſe dancing nocturnal theatres of 
diſſipation, we may date the ſor- 
rows of many families, and the 
national reproach under which we 
are now fallen. Time ripens 
_ folly into wickedneſs !” 

pts She 
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She anſwered; © I think, Sir, 
you are too ſerious a man to be 
allowed to talk on ſuch a ſabje&.” 

I replied, * Too ſerious, M- 
DAM, to be allowed to talk rea- 
ſonably? I hope I ſhall never be 
allowed to talk any other lan- 
guage. Let reaſon be explo- 
ded, and what will the cataſtro- 
phe be? Tf from my profound 
reſpect for your ladyſhip, and 
the young ladies your nieces, I 
grant all to be innocent, very in- 
nocent; yet you will permit me to 
aſk: Can theſe exhibitions of feſ- 
tivity, at a ſeaſon when, by pr- 
VINE appointment, all nature = 


"0 tend to the preſervation of 
health? 


L & 
health? You are as lively in 
temper as your nieces, and may 
flatter yourſelf this way of life 
will do you no harm. You ſuppoſe 
you may carry on a winter's cam- 
paign in the enlightened fields of 
Bovons and Folks, without 
receiving the ſmalleſt wound. 
But you ,will pardon. my concern. 
for the length and happineſs of 
your life, and permit. me to beg 
you will conſult your mirror, and 
not, be Partial to your own 
charms.” | 

„ My charms, Sir” ſhe an- 
| ſyered, ſmiling, © they have long 
ſince taken their flight.” a 
9 Madam, you may call your; 

| ſmiles 
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ſmiles and graces, your good ſenſe. 
and politeneſs, by what names. 
you pleaſe; but you will allow 
that much depends on health. 


Health is a cherub moſt divinely bright, 

« More ſoft than air, more gay than 
morning light. | 

« Mankind, as health vouchſafes to ſmile 


or frown, | 
« Find eaſe in chains, or anguiſh in a. 
crown.“ 
If health is truly the ſalt which 
gives a reliſh to life, and renders. 
the ſoul as fortunate as it is de- 
lightful to the body, you would, 
not ſell it for a dance our or 
TIME—out of time, not in har- 
mony of MoT10N, but in harmony 
of sxAsoN. When the hours invoke, 
to 


4 * 
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to balmy fteep, to repair the de- 
cays of nature; to heat the blood 
of youth, too apt to be inflamed 
by food or exerciſe, or the paſſions, 
can never comprehend good ſenſe 
or religion, ſound morals, or the 
true ceconomy of life. It cannot 
be. the right mode of introducing 
young women into the- world, 
where they are candidates for 
temporal happineſs, or immortal 
glory!“ 

1 beg your pardon, dear La- 
dy ——. I muſt, for the pre- 
ſent, cut ſhort the thread of the 
diſcourſe I had with your aunt, be- 


ing interrupted by the news of the 


1840 of a young lady, a near re- 
lation, 


L 8 ] 

lation, and as charming a woman 
as I remember to have ever ſeen! 
Three days are not quite elapſed, 
fince I ſaw her, in all the bloom 
of youth and beauty, and ſeeming 
health. Some deadly, obſtruction 
has ſtopt the tender ſprings of 
her life, and ſhe has left this 
world, I hope to ſecure a better, 
Such might be the merciful deſign 
of Providence! | 5 

Farewell, excellent ——! vene- 
table will thy memory be! Thy 
lovely frame, which captivated al 
hearts, is tumbled into ruins ! 
Thoſe ſtarry eyes, ſo much ad- 
mired, have loſt their light !— 
Theſe were but the caſements. of 


thy gencrous, calm, and pious 
ſpirit, 


* 
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ſpirit, which is now fled !I truſt, 
INDEED I truſt, to live for ever, inthe 
preſence of thy ALMIGHTY FRIEND, 
thy FATHER, and thy Gop !” 


| Pos: 
You, dear Lady „ have 2 


heart to feel for my ſorrows ! My 

ſenſibility is not yet departed from 

me. Give me ſome days, to offer 

my pious tears to her memory, 

You will ſympathize with me, 

perſuaded, as I hope you are, that 

let the diſſolution of NaTuRE take 
place, I ſhall pray for your hap- 
cpineſs to the laſt! for 

| I am, 

Your true friend 

and ſervant 


April 25, 2772, | 
4 N 5 — — 
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LETTER VI. 


Dear Lavy . 

Finiſhed the laſt letter I had 
the honour to write to your 
ladyſhip, in a mourning ſtrain, 
The edge of my ſenſibility ſeems 
blunted by time, but I am often 
the creature of ſorrow; and, on 
ſome occaſions, a dupe to com- 
paſſion, If this be a fault, it is 
but a ſmall price to pay, for pre- 
yenting the complicated miſeries 
which ſurround us, from being 
ſeen 


1 * 
3 4 
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ſieen with an eye of 1NDIFFERENCE, 

The ſoul can hardly be conſcious 
of her own ſins and infirmities, 
without feeling for others; nor 
foar on the wings of thought, for 
the pardon on which ſhe medi- 
tates, but as ſhe plumes her breaſt 
with charity ! The mercy we ſhew 
to others, on CHRISTIAN princi- 
ples, I hope will make up for the 
NATURAL, if not the acquired: de- 
fects of REPENTANcE. Our long- 
ing after That which conſtitutes 
our true felicity here, and Hope of 
glory hereafter, is produced by 
the mercy, in which. we exerciſe 
the mind with an mne, cone 


pag 


Give 


LE 

Give me leave, Madam, to re- 
joice that you, above all the 
daughters of Eve, are in good 
health; and next, thatyour ſiſter, 
my dear „ has at length ac- 
quired a reliſh for her food, her 
ſweats. being much abated.. Go 
on, and indulge your HoPE ; but 
do nothing in the preſumption: 
that her life is in no danger. The 
kindly ſeaſon 1s advancing, keep 
her in gentle exerciſe; and when 
the ſun does not rage with heat, 
nor the wind pierce with cold, Jet 
her live as much as poſſible in the 
open air. Encourage her to ride, 
taking care to have a pleaſant- 
mouthed and ſure-footed animal, 

H — -_ 


1 
and to be fo clad as to maintain a 
regular perſpiration, guarding a- 
gainſt every chilling blaſt. It is leſs 
dangerous, in her circumſtances, 
to ſuffer an unpleaſant fenſation 
from heat, by weather, or exer- 
ceiſe in the open air, than to ſhiver, 
Let her feed on $zvii oranges, 
ſtrawberries, and other well-ri- 
pened fruit, with genuine bread, 
that kindly affimilates with a li- 
quid; vegetables; and whatever 
the ſkilful phyſician ſhall adviſe, 
eaſy to digeſt; abſtaining from 
animal ſubſtances, wine, and every 
thing which may add fuel to the 
hectic fire, which I ſuppoſe lurks 
in her vcins.—Aad grant, O gra- 
: ; cious 
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cious heaven, ſhe may recover, for 
your comfort, and my joy 

You would be a marvellous 
young woman, if curioſity did not 
prompt you to know the matter 
of my diſcourſe with your aunt. 
Though it was delicate, I purſued 
my object, by ſaying, 

“Madam, your ladyſhip is ac+ 
knowledged by all the world, to 
be a woman of ſuperior under- 
ſtanding, Is it poſſible you can 
elieve that any coop can come 
of modern entertainments, after 
the iron tongue of midnight hath 
told twelve? Have you not ob- 
ſerved that the votaries to noc- 
turnal rites, often become as hag» 

| H 2 gard 


| 


=» EEO 
gard as the witches in MachETn— 
or, nipt by the peſtiferous in- 
fluence of noxious damps, 
6 Ar the ſeaſon Wen the happy take re- 
1 £4 poſe, 
2 « And only wretches are awake, | 
realize ſuperſtitious terrors, and 
all the fictions of the poet's fertile 
brain? And TRULY WRETCHED are 
great numbers made, under the 
ſable curtain of the night, by 
many evils of a dark complexion. 
If the blood is heated by exerciſe 
or paſſion, when the hours in- 
voke to peace and reſt, is it not 
treaſon againſt the majeſty of xA- 
TURE, to diſobey her imperial man- 
date! ? The mind accuſtomed to 
Pee 


U 1 1 


perturbed thoughts, the common 
lot of thoſe who have the moſt 
ſenſibility, at length becomes in- 
different even to That which bor- 
* on debauchery.“ 

Borders on debauchery ! ye 
_ cried my lady, with ſome impa- 
tience. 

I anſwered in a Wee voice, 
© Indeed, Madam, I think our 
modern nightly revels go too 
near the line of purity ; for when 
NIGHT, ſpread over half the earth, 
| performs her work, by conſigning 
us to the care of sLEEZY, refreſhing 
and preparing moral agents for 
deeds of celeſtial quality; to diſ- 
dain the purpoſe of nature, tra- 
H 3 verle 
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verſe her ſuit, or pervert her de. 
crees, is it not at leaſt unmanly 
and irrational? Is it not like a 
perverſe child, kicking his nurſe? 
lt ſeems to ſpurn at the tenderneſs 
of the great Lord of nature! Will 
COMMON SENSE and candour admit 
the plea of cusToM? Shall we 
attempt to eſtabliſh a rule of con- 
duct, contrary to the uſual prac- 
tice, the beſt among mankind ob- 
ſerve? Our nature in its leaſt 
blemiſhed ſtate, prompts us to vo 
G00D, as occaſions riſe, Under all 
circumſtances heaven invokes us, 
as we love PLEASURE and ſeek hap- 
pineſs; as we abhor ral and 
ſhudder at miſery, To Do c00D. 
85 | But 


L 703 J 
But who pretends that the vigils 
of nocturnal diſſipation, can ever 
be productive of any thing deſer- 
ving the name of 600D ?” 

« Are you not begging the 
queſtion? ſaid Lady ; 
nightly entertainments do no im- 
mediate Evir, they AMUSE, and 
therefore Do 600D. If night were 
fit for nothing but fleep, how 
would it fare with the inhabitants 
of that \part of the earth, where 
half the year is inceſſant night ?” 

I could not avoid ſmiling at 
theſe remarks), and faid, © I believe, 
Madam, your compariſon, upon 
your ſecond thoughts, will not be 


found to have any affinity with our 
| H 4 ſubject; 
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ſubject; and that you are jeſting 
in regard to DoING coop, by this 
cuſtom of - night-diverſions, be- 
cauſe they Auusk. The greateſt 
debaucheries Auusk. The mea- 
ſure of coop cannot be amuſe. 
ment: I moſt humbly apprehend, 
your LADYSHIP begs the queſtion, 
by ſaying, ir late hours do no im- 
mediate evil. I conſider the xvi. 
as proved. When the conſequences 
of any action are evidently perni- 
cious to a community; that is, 
when EXPERIENCE proves them to 
be ſo, the action itſelf muſt be 
evil, in a degree ſufficient to deter- 
mine and give judgment. That 
this cuſtom is hurtful to health 
5 cannot 


2 
* 


io ] 


cannot be denied. The votaries 
of it are often nipt: the blood is 
often heated, by the agitation of 
the paſſions at the CARD-TABLE 3 
by dancing; or the want of regular 
perſpiration, excited by the genial 
warmth of the bed. A conſciouſ- 
neſs of irregularity, among thoſe 
who have any ſenſibility, will diſ- 
turb their minds. Let them who 
are really candid, and play fair by 
themſelves, declare what they 
FEEL. We often ſee beauty cheriſh 
its own bane, and fall as the bloſ- 


ſom cut off by an April blaſt! 


J have, in my youthful days, 
obſerved young ladies begin a 
dance, in the very pride of the 
a moſt 
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moſt enchanting beauty; and in 
five minutes have appeared, as 
if they had been dipped in a ver- 
milion pot, and no cook-maid, 
heated by a ſtrong kitchen fire, or 
vehement choler, could make fo 
indelicate and difagreeable a 
figure!“ 

Lady —— replied, © I muſt 
confeſs ſuch ſcenes are frequent; 
and I have thought, of many a fine 
young woman, if a mirror had 
been placed before her, at the time 
of ſuch an appearance, ſhe would 
hardly have ever ventured to 
dance again, IN THE SAME HEAT, 
or with the ſame violence. There 
is a moderation in all things, moſt 

10 becoming 
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becoming us mortals. But, alas 
one rarely ſees many ſpecimens of 
an equal and conſiſtent conduct, in 
man or woman! When young 
perſons meet to dance, they ge- 
nerally forget what belongs to dig- 
nity-and temperance.” 


I anſwered, © Well then, if 


this be the caſe, though 1 do not 
direct my ſhafts indiſcriminately 
againſt pax ivo; yet to dance for 
many hours, and after the cLock 
HAS STRUCK TWELVE, in YOUR 
opinion is not ſafe nor proper. I 
go further, by maintaining, that 
health, beauty, and fame, are 
often at ſtake; and the woman 
who thinking it warrantable, or 
not 
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not warrantable, perſiſts in a cuſ- 
tom ſo pregnant with miſchief, is 
ſo far rooL1sn, if ſhe is not vilx; 
and puts herſelf in the way of con- 
verting folly into ſin, proving that 
ſhe is bold where ſhe ſhould de 
timid ; making defect in jupc- 
MENT or in HEART, the inſtrument 
of raſhneſs.” 

&« I cannot,” replied Lady ——; 
« vindicate my ſex in the INTEM- 
PERATE though FASHIONABLE part. 
I am inclined to the opinion that 
couNTRY-dancing, and our new- 
faſhioned FRENCH dances, are 
not friends to female delicacy; 
they are more fit for peaſants, or 


women, as vulgarly called, of 


EASY 
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EASY VIRTUE; and I am not ſur- 
prized a man of your taſte, at your 
time of life, ſhould object to them.” 

I anſwered “ Reaſon is reaſon 
at all times. Were theſe nightly 
diverſions to do no harm to the bo- 
dy, the mind would hardly eſcape 
unhurt. Is it to be imagined, 
that the thoughts of youno peo- 
ple can be undiſturbed? And 
ſhould not the 4050 be aſhamed 
to countenance EXCEss? Thoſe 
whoſe grey experience has diſco- 
vered truths, - which” reaſon in 
youTH ſeldom finds out, ſhould 
bluſh when ſeen preſent at a 
NIGHTLY entertainment, PAST 
TWELVE o'clock. - They ſhould 
| think 
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think of the falutary maxim of 
leaving the follies of the world, 
before the follies of the world are 
aſhamed of THEM. They ſhould 
conſider the duty they owe to 
YOUTH, not only by counſel, but 
alſo by auTHoRITY ; and maintain 
the dignity of age, not by mo- 
roſeneſs, but ſolid wiſdom.” 

« All this 1s fine declamation,” 
ſaid her ladyſhip, © but are the 
conſequences really s o injurious ?” 

“ You grant then, MADAM, that 
they are inJuribus : as to the de- 
gree, how ſhall we ſettle it? Aſk 
any able candid PpHysICian, or 
pious ſenſible pivins, what are 


the effects of late hours, according 


to 


r 
to their obſervation? They have 
different profeſſional views; but if 
they agree, that both body and 
mind are injured ; in ſome, by the 
loſs of health; others of morals ; 
you will give credit to THEIR 
verdict. Obſerve the numbers of 
poor RICH creatures, who, poſſeſſ- 
ing the means of fuch gratifica- 
tions, THEREFORE think them 
warrantable. If they can pay the 


PHYSICIAN his fee, they go on 


treſpaſſing againſt temperance and 
prudence, and think but little of 
the pivins. Whatever the ob- 
ject is, which takes poſfeſſion of 
the mind, not being in its ſelf 
REASONABLE, it verges to MAp- 
NESS, Every one who is INSANE, 
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is not RavincG. Even thoſe who 
on ſome occaſions rave, on others 
are on their guard, and conceal 
their thoughts; and ſo far we 
deem them in their RIGHT MIND, 
Trace this ſtrong paſſion for a- 
muſementto its ſource, and through 
its windings, . and you will find 
a moſt unlucky fimilarity with 
TIMON'S execration ; 
Fear and piety, 


Religion to the gods, peace, juſtice, truth, 
«© Domeſtic awe, NiGHT REST, and neigh- 


bourhood, 

* Inſtrutions, manners, myſteries, and 
trades, | 80 

« Degrees, obſervances, cuſtoms, and 

h laws, 

4 Decline. to their confounding con- 
TRARIES,” 7 


; = I do 


Fd 
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do not apprehend that all chis 


is verified in the higheſt degree; 
but I beg you will do me the ho- 
nour to think of me, when you 
read your news- paper to-morrow 
over your tea. See what wild diſ- 
orders of appetite and pride, 


walk with gigantic pace, ſtriking 


infection into the hearts of our 
youth, who “ ſtriving againſt the 


ſtream of ſober virtue, drown 


themſelves in riot.” NRWS-PA- 
yrks relate not all that is paſſing, 
in HIGH-LIFE; I judge of this from 


higher intelligence, and alſo from 


the effects which I behold in every 
elaſs of the people. The po- 
liter part of us give cuſtom. a ſanc- 

EZ] tion, 


* 


Se . wt 
wo. 16. Is Pe 4 * = 
z) "_ F * — * 
=. \ e a ok — 4> L * 
7 - a wt * « — 4 - > * +.4 ** 
— — *% a7 # 4.7.» 9 * 12 — * * 4 4 


; — ns — © — o hk _ 
— —— — In — — — ua ä 
"> . — * = $ . F ot 8 0.4 ws 8 3 + 4 $44 — 4% b 
G + % PY . Wo 4. - _ 
- 64> <a - — 4 
5 7 1 


Sk, — e - 
Ms 4. ad 


W . $48 — — {on 


© 1 mm 2 „ 
— 2 - 
a _— „„ SHEET 4 . 


1 
e 
_ 


——_ 
Ds 


2_ 3 bt — 3. 
wo = 3s * : — 
* 


WE. 
4= 4 ——— — 
* + Aa <.* . 


3 


* g 
oy x = 
+ 8 
_— —_ — - of "a. 


Tur ) | 
tion, by calling it the Tow, with 
alluſtom to Made: But Where is 
the harmony, my good lady, 
when bur ſuperiors lead us ſuch a 
dance? Our DomEsTres, for in- 
ſtance What are we teaching 
you? Alteady . prone to many 
evils, through your ignorance, 
atid the cuſtoms of the times, 
all that we can do to ſerve you, 
by ſober hours, and good exam- 
ple, family- prayer, attention to 
the ſupper of our Lord domeſtic 
authoriry, and gentle manners, 
ate hatdly 1 fufficient to keep you Nil 
the right way. But when we do 
our 1 utmoſt to put you in a wrong 
path, we -{poil your morals, as it 
nin A were 
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were In Aas rA and then, if your 
treſpaſs capitally; ve put you to 
death. —Be wiſe; and if + your 
maſters and miſtreſſes will not 
ſhew you a G00D EXAMPLE; let 
your light ſhine before vnn, and 
take care of your own ſouls! “? 

Her ladyſhip replied: The 
PICTURE you Exhibit is gloomy ; 
but I do not fee it entirely in 
the ſame light. Things are out 
of courſe, but our ſufferings 


proceed not entirely from noc- 


turnal amuſements: many" cauſes 
concur to make up the aggre- 


ty, I agree with you, chat it 
muſt be very difficult! for any 
| I 2 


te ſum of folly and miqui> 
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SOBER MAN-SERVANT to accommo- 
date himſelf to the lives and man- 
ners of ſome of our fineſt folks. 
Though we pay them well, except 
when we run out our fortunes, and 
do not pay them at all, I think, 
upon the whole, that great in- 
juſtice is done to all domeſtics 
and dependents, whoſe maſters or 
miſtreſſes are negligent livers.” 

I anſwered, This is the very 
thing I mean, and I hope to ſee a 
change, were it only from the im- 
pulſe of compaſſion, particularly 
in regard to BAD HOURS, and the 
fad conſequences which attend 
this yooLISH pernicious cuſtom, 
The fact is, whatever the ob- 
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ject may be, we err when we 
purſue it in a fooliſh and abfurd 
manner. Life at beſt is a warfare; 


a combat with evil propenſities: 


if we ſtimulate thoſe propenſities, 
ve in effect wantonly provoke a 
dangerous enemy. CusToM en- 
ſaves mankind, but we ſoften and 
accommodate the chain, by call- 
ing it by a falſe name. Is not this 
ſtrongly verified in the inſtance be- 
fore us? Will the generality of 
our young women of diſtinction, in 
theſe days, call ſitting up late, 
or nocturnal amuſements, | even 
when they ſuffer the ay 
morn to behold their intem 

. ance, an EVIL PROPENSITY ? Ic 
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C. end. 1 
they, are admoniſhed,, will they 
deſiſt? No: they call! it the TON, 
and by the magic of this ridiculous 
moneſyllable, reſolve their conduct 
into cus rou, and examine no fur- 
ther, whether it be good and ſafe, 
or. evi and dangerous.” 

This,“ faid her ladyſhip, 
« cannot be decently denied, 
Cuſtom, with my ſex, operates 
the ſame as the inordinate love of 
gain, or the fooliſh pare or A. 
BITION- of the heart, which is ſo 
| prevalent. among MEN, and in- 
duces ſo many. to pay it greater 
homage, than they, uſually offer tg 
the, 1 God., 
e «I do. not defend 
my 


— A 
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my own ſex, I rather conſider men 
as accountable for the faults 
of women. But pray, Abu, 
in regard: to the numerous levi- 
ties, and long catalogue of FEMALE 
FOLLIES, do they not lead to the 
los of à true ſenſe of honour 
and moral reftitude, bringing on 
the evils of which we have ſo 
much cauſe to complain? The 
barrier of morality once weakens» 
ed, though it may not be quite 
beaten down, the danger of an 
mundation naturally encreaſes. If 
we loſe the taſte and reliſh of 
60BRIETY, as in theſe times, our 
mental eye will grow dim to the 
charms of virtue; the affections 
3 I 4 will 
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will become warped, and we ſhall 
ſoon find cauſe to deplore the 
crookedneſs of our ways, without 
courage to recover the reſ pect we 
owe to ourſelves.“ 
Io this ſhe . <« There 
can be no doubt but that thou- 
| fands walk on the verge of miſery, 
and many fall into the gulph. I 
as readily grant that the extre- 
mity of indulgences which are 
innocent, border on guilt.” 

I replied, © I believe, Madam, 
T have the happineſs to think with 
vou, on the ſubject of modern 
cuſtoms : but I did not intend to 
enter upon ſo large a field of en- 


quiry;.1 only meant to- ſuggeſt, 
that 


2s; 1 


that waz ThE CLOCK STRIKES 
TWELVE, it ſhould be deemed an 
alarm to young women of vIRTuE, 
to RETREAT. When one gives its 
aweful ſound, it ſhould be rec- 
koned as ſomething more than 
the knell of departing hours. If, 
like the graſshopper, we could cull 
the ſweets of herbs, 


5 Sated with a ſummer's feaſt, 

«© Then retire to endleſs reſt ;” 
it might be according to the or- 
der of nature, and we might nor 
away life, regardleſs of events; but 
being as we are IMMORTAL, ac- 
countable agents; to ſuffer life to 
ebb out in frivolity, and filly 
tranſports, as if we were ſtill in 
leading- 


F 22s J 
teading-ſtrings, the thought ſhould 
raiſe bluſhes in male or female. 
The line of modeſty once paſ- 
ſed, many have been undone 
by abuſing ria! When time is 
ſquandered, we are guilty of 4 
capital offence, not cognizable in 
all caſes by human laws, but ſub- 
ject to a ſevere account, at the 
tribunal of heaven!” 
Fou will not,“ ſaid Lady = 
i perſuade many Lapits of the 
TON, that time is SQUANDERED,, 
when they do not think about 
time,” | . 1 f 


I anſwered: This is the evil. 
wT1ME, in the bold ſtrains of 
Doctor Toung, is à CoD; and. 
iel it 
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it ſurely is That by which we live, 
and move, and have our being z, 
a power. communicable only by 
the one INCOMPREHENSIBLE GOD 
If they think not of Tims, they 
will not think of zTzantTyY !. For 
my own part, amidſt the variety 


which I have ſeen, at home and 
abroad, I never could trace con- 
jugal or maternal love, filial or 
fraternal affection, genuine friend- 
ſitp, or CHRISTIAN HART, to 
the gaming- table, nor to LArz- 
Hours in the dancing-room. 
They never. derived their ſource 
from either. The contrary to every 
ſignature of theſe virtues, I have 
often ſeen apparently | ariſe from 


BAD, 
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BAD, or LATE HouRs. Often have 
I been alarmed with apprehen- 
fions leſt the woman I wiſhed to 
ſee happy, ſhould become ill 
qualified for DoMEsSTIC PEACE ; 
or, being already bound by every 
tye of honour and conſcience, ſhe 
ſhould render herſelf and her huſ- 
band miſerable !” | f 
She replied, Well, my good 
Sir, I have granted a great deal, 
and all your ſentiments are replete 
with ſound philoſophy ; but WHAT 
MUST 1 Do?—Would you have 
me immure my nieces? I have 
brought them to Lonpon, that 
they may ſee the great metropolis 
of the BrITISH empire; and would 
you 


* 


( 9g ! 


you have me ſhut them up in 
a garret to ſay their prayers, and 
try if they can count the ſtars; or, 
obſerving the dark clouds that 
paſs over the moon, by that glim- 
mering light, behold ſpectres of 
frightful forms, to check the mo- 
tion of their youthful blood, till 
they loſe their wits? Far better 
were it to thruſt them at once into 
a NUNNERY. It would be very 
oDD were I to deny them any 1x- 
NOCENT amuſement.” 

I heard her with great compo- 


ſure, though ſhe ſeemed to revolt 


from her former acknowledg- 
ments. She expreſſed ſome emo- 
tion, as if I had challenged her to 

| the 
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the eombat, or reproached her 
with imprudence in reſpect to you 
and your fiſter. Logical regula- 
rity is not commonly found in 
your ſex: if you aſk me why? I can 
give you no better reaſon, than that 
your judgments do not always keep 
pace with your brilliancy of fancy, 
and that you are more uſed to 
command with your eyes, as well 
as your tongues, than to be con- 
vinced by reaſoning. 

I proceeded, as calmly as if Thad 
obſerved no change in her coun- 
tenance: _ I believe, Madam, 
you and I mean' nearly the ſame 
thing, allowing for the different 


: objects we have been converſant 
with, 
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with. J hear . peopſe talk of the 
rox, by which I underſtand; the 
prevailing faſhions of the times, 
and the mode of thinking, as well 
as acting, among thoſe who move 
in the higheſt ſphere of life. The 
inferior ranks have their ro alſo, 
The difeaſe becomes epidemical. 
Folly knows no bounds; and, 
IMITATION, being of the nature ot 
infection, ſpreads through all the 
ranks. The common people, 
however, hardly know what the 
TON means; but in a few years 
they will talk of the Tux, in 


alluſion to thoſe jolly fellows 


who drink porter: and as the 
TON intoxicates with folly, and 
 - ow the 
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the Tux with its contents, the 
corruption and alluſion may har- 
monize with great exactneſs.“ 
She ſmiled at the conceit, and 
recovering a more placid coun- 
tenance, I proceeded: © It is true 
that I live on the verge of the 
grave, counting my life by pars, 
and not YEARS: but I am not 
therefore averſe to Ix x ON feſ- 
tivity: I would rather hear the 
laughter of the youxc, than the 
murmurs and groanings of the acrp: 
both may be placed under cir- 
cumſtances to render them equally 
abſurd, or equally conſiſtent; but 
they cannot be equally PLEASANT 
to a benevolent mind, that re- 
| | Joices 
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Joices in LIFF, and hopes to re- 
joice in Darn alſo, as an en- 
trance into LIFE ETERNAL! I do 
vor object to a young woman's 
ſeeing, nor being ſeen; to her DaN= 
cING nor her MUSICK, nor occa- 
gonally her being preſent at a 
THEATRICAL entertainment, pro- 
vided it be cyasTE. Such ſcenes 
as a woman ſhould not. be preſent 
at in COMMON LI1kt, which is the 
caſe of ſome of our dramatic en- 
tertainments, ought to be avoid- 
ed. If there is any ſuch thing as 
TRUE PLEASURE for us mortals, it 
muſt be RATIONAL pleaſure, be- 
cauſe we are by divine appoint- 
ment intended for the delights of 
K reaſon, 
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reaſon, the glory of man being 
the exerciſe of his reaſon. Whe- 
ther his pleaſure relates moſt to 
the UNDERSTANDING, or IMAGI- 
NATION, or merely to the SENSEs, 
when he ceaſes to be under the 
controul of REAsON, he grows 
MAD; and he muſt pay for the 
pleaſure of being mad, a great 
deal more than it is worth. Is it 
within any line of reaſon to hazard, 
in any ſuch degree as the cuſtom, 
under our conſideration, compre- 
hends, the health of the body, or 
the tranquillity of the mind ? No 
amuſement, IN or our of ſeaſon, 
in point of hours, can be worth 
this ſacrifice.” 

t Wo She 
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She anſwered, © Certainly not: 

but you ſeem to be too ſevere, and 

exclude the rav cr, as if it made 
no part of our happineſs.” : 

I replied, © No, Madam, I only 
fay the . muſt be under con- 
trol.“ 

If you think you can gather any 
good fruit, in this diffuſed field of 
CONVERSATION, you ſhall have 
the remainder of it. I am, with 
the trueſt faithfulneſs and 9 


Dear Lady- ——, 
"Your S, &c. 


April 28, 1771s 
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LETTER VI. 


Dear Lavy > 
| HE next time I had the 
A honour of waiting on your 
aunt, after the ordinary ſalutation, 
ſhe with great politeneſs and af- 
fability addreſſed me, by ſaying, 
« Well, Sir, you was ſo obliging, 
when I had laſt the pleaſure to ſee 
you, to give me a leſſon, which 
I have cauſe to remember. Under 
your tuition I ſhall learn to diſci- 
pline the minds of the young wo- 
oy n 7 men, 


* 
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men, whom my dear brother fo 
ſtrongly recommended to me in 
his Iaft hour. I may make them 
angels in a better fenſe than flat- 
terers can accompliſn. 

I 'anſwered: You ſubdue me, 
Madam, to your ſervice: but 
conſcious, as I am, of many infir- 
mities, I am more inclined to 
learn, than preſume to teach. I 
alſo intereſt myſelf very much in 
the happineſs of your nieces, as I 
am bound in honour to do; and 
apprehend you will find them very 
governable, I have not been ac- 
caftomed to diſguife my ſenti- 
ments; and have long fince 
thought that kindneſs, not found- 
$49 K 3 ed 
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ed in truth, is an enemy to vir- 
tue, if not another name for 
CRUELTY. I recommend only That 
which I believe to be for the good 
of others, ſenſible that all times 

have been pregnant with folly : 
But ſurely piss1PATION was 
never yet carried to ſo great a 
height as it is at preſent: The 
reaſon may be, that we were 
never ſo affluent. I complain 
that our nocturnal meetings, 
border on childiſhneſs and in- 
ſanity. As if it were too little to 
play the fool all the day, we are 
doatingly fond of amvstment, 
or more properly of DIis81PATION, 
in the night alſo: living ſo much 
95 3 out 
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out of courſe, we do not enjoy 
the ſun by day, nor reſt under the 
curtain of the night.—If Miſs is 
fond of her DoLL. when ſhe ap- 
proaches to her teens, ſhe is told = 
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it is time to put away-CHILDISH 9 
things; but in this age we all 1 


ſeem to adopt a childiſh rule of 7% 
conduct, upon principle. | * 

To this ſhe replied, © You al- Wl 
low then of playing the fool, pro- he 
vided it be done in meaſure, and 
at a proper ſeaſon ?” ? 

I anſwered, © As far as there is 
any proper ſeaſon for folly. Life 
is ſo conſtituted, we muſt ſome- 
times relax, in order to give the 
mind relief from the more auſtere 

K 4 duties 
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duties of it, always keeping reaſon 
in ſight. But taking life as we 
find it, compounded of fuch a va- 
riety of the wrsz and the rooLrsn, 
there are many trifles in which we 
may indulge for an hour or two, 
that would ill become us, were 
we to devote five or fix to them. 
Circumſtances change the names 
and nature of things. Drinking 
wine as a cordial is often recom- 
mended; taken in exceſs, it brings 
on the evil which the ſalutary 
draught was intended and given us 
by nature to prevent.” 

She anſwered, © You mean to 
keep us TEMPERATE in all our 


purfuits, that, being free from 


1 137 J 
every kind of 1nToxrcaTION, WE 
may think of the great end and. 
purpoſe for which life itſelf was 
given us: and fo far I ſee not 
how any REASONABLE being can 
object to your doctrine.” 

« Madam,” faid I, © to 20 
reaſonably does not appear, at this 
time, to be the ſummit of male 
or female ambition. But when 
we FEEL the conſequences of irre- 
gularities, if we do not follow the 
dictates of felf-love, we may be 
deemed iIxsANR, and all reaſon- 
ing ceaſe. By sxLr-Lovß, I mean 
that genuine love of ourſelves 
which has virtue for its baſis. If 
in ſearch of jor we heedleſsly and 
impetuouſly 


* 


Cn 3 
impetuouſly ruſh on, and throw 
TEMPERANCE out of the chace, we 
_thall gain the prize of ſorrow. 

"Us For violent delights have violent ends, 
« And in their triumph die; like fire and 


powder, t 
*« Which as they meet, conſume, 0 


The richeſt endowment of the 
mind is FORTITUDE ; but forti- 
tude is no virtue, when. not ac- 
companied by prudence. Tem- 
perance is coeval with both. The 
CHRISTIAN religion, is the no- 
bleſt imaginable ſyſtem of divine 
morality ; and this, as you well 
know, recommends © temperance 
in all things.” The human pow- 
ers being confined to. narrow li- 

f mits, 
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mits, if TEMPERANCE is not at- 
tended to, even in our moſt vir- 
tuous purſuits, they loſe their 
name, and become vicious. But 
when the object is no greater than 
an evening's amuſement, if repeat- 
ed intemperately, it will deſtroy all 
taſte of MoptRaTION, and reaſon 
in our pleaſures will ceaſe. It is 
an ingenious remark, that youth 
being dyed in PLEASURE and va- 
NITY, ſcarce ever takes any other 
colour.” The times verify this 
adage. Change of circumſtances 
ſometimes creates a change of 
mind and manners ; but to judge 
from what we continually ſee be- 
fore our eyes, DISSIPATION is 

grown 
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grown to ſuch a maturity of 
ſtrength, it bears down all ſober 
ſenſe; and, 'perverting the heart, 
pothers the wil and confounds the 
UNDERSTANDING Feats 
* You mean,” faid Lady ——, 
that people of the Tow are the 

leaſt i in their ſenfes.” 5 
I replied, *] do not venture to 
draw the line with any exact preci- 
ſion, nor to make nice compariſons. 
Some are intemperate enough to 
RUN IN DEBT, others plunder for 
the means of ſupporting their vices. 
The greater the extravagance and 
immorality, in every rank and 
condition, the greater the guilt; 
dot 2 who have been beſt 
taught, 
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taught, are therefore indiſputably 
the moſt criminal. The ignorance 
of the lower part of mankind, is a 
monument of reproach . to the 
higher. And I am ſure the ſpirit 

of irreligion is ſhewn in our care- 
leſſneſs with peſpe&t to right in- 
ſtruction. If I were to digeſt my 
complaints into heads, I might 
make a long catalogue. Conſider 

the numbers of thoſe who do not 
appear even to honour God with 

their lips; and the numbers who 
honour him with their lips only. 
Examine ftriftly, and you will 

find that many, thinking they 
are only avoiding Ex THUsIA Mus, 
really violate the dictates of com- 
I mon 
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mon ſenſe, together with the pre- 
cepts of the goſpel: and, inſtead 
of offering the homage of the 
heart to the Lord of heaven and 
earth, devote themſelves to the 
frivolity of the Ton. When I 
think of this, I am confounded, 
not for the peccability of our na- 
ture inherent in our frame and 
conſtitution ; but that inſtead of 
working out our falvation with 
fear and trembling, we confine 
ourſelves to modes of external 
civilization. We act as if chri- 
ſtianity were a mean inftitution, 
not calculated for elevating the 
ſoul, and exalting human nature 
to the utmoſt pitch it is capable 
ks of. 
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of. On the contrary, thoſe. who 
take the lead in our faſhions, and 
verſatility of puerile manners, in 
theſe days, do not appear to love 
nor hate, praiſe nor condemn, ac- 
cording to the diftates of any 
ſound principle or purity of heart. 
Theſe properties do not diſtinguiſh 
people of the Ton: the great 
majority of perſons of fortune, 
and rank, affecting to venerate 
the Ton, are ſo far diſaffected 
to the cauſe of prsciPLine. Judg- 
ment and piety are not the attri- 
butes of the Ton. What is it 
then? ſomething like nothing that 
is deſirable by the wiſe, and good, 
and happy? Indeed, Madam, if 
f we 
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we gd on a few years longer, we 
ſhall ſee great devaſtation of mind, 
body, and eſtate, till a familiarity 
with FOLLY will ruin our national 
character, if it does not run out 

our fortunes alſo.” 
And,“ ſaid my Lady, Do 
you lay the foundation of all our 
follies and immortalities in . 

ing BAD HOURS?” 
«to anſwered, © Keeping i ſuch 
hours is a proof that we are-very 
UNDISCIPLINED in high life, and 
fo proud as to diſdain ſober cor- 
rection. And, as we are told by 
a-very diſtinguiſhed ſage, © pride 
goes before a fall,” I am appre- 
henſive of eyil to my country, as 
well as to the intereſt of men's ſouls. 
« What 


» 


8. 


1 
e What think you,” ſaid La- 


dy » © of the cuſtom of VE“ 


NICE, where they ſpend a great 
part of the night in public ?” 

« ] think, Madam, that the 
VENETIANS are inclined to de- 


bauchery ; and that the cuſtom of 


a country nearer the ſun, and 
where the doctrines of the diſtinc- 
tion of vENIAL and MORTAL ſins pre- 
vail, is not a rule for our conduct. 
In France the people ſeem to be 
more lively than we are: whether 
pretending to more or lefs ſagacity, 
they are better DISCIPLINED : be- 
ing contented with what 1s proper- 
ly called the day, they generally 
retire before TwzLvE AT NIGHT. 

| L i In 
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In this view we are greater ſlaves 
to a wanton cuſtom, and a moſt 

_ eſſential part of levity, than they 
ſeem to be.” $ 

Is it,“ ſaid ſhe, © mere levity, 
the light of wax-candles, the bril- 
liancy of dreſs, or the ſound of 
muſical inſtruments, which faſci- 
nates our youth?“ 

] anſwered, © Cuſtom, abſence 
of thought, and childiſh pride, are 
the leading principles. The va- 
nity of being skxx, I am perſua- 
ded, actuates the great majority. 
The habit of keeping Bap movurs, 
is but another word for p1ss1- 
PATION ;. Which from its immoral 


tendency, introduces the humour 
vg of 
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of procraſtinating o wokks, 
till at length we procraſtinate' 
EVERY THING, Even the nightly 


entertainments, which uſed to be- 
gin at fix in the evening, are now 


begun at eight or nine; and I ſup- 


pofe they will be ſoon carried, by 
people at the top of the rox, to the 
hour when other perſons, who have 
no ſuch fooliſh object in view, re- 


tire to reſt.— As to your dreſs, 
I think it is carried beyond the 


bounds of decency !” 
e Beyond the bounds of de- 
cency !” ſhe replied, © In what re- 
ſpect, I beg to know?” 

I replied, © I do not pretend 


to condemn indiſcriminately ; but 
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I - apprehend the reigning paſſion 
for the okNaMENTAL, exceeds the 
boundaries of That moderation, 
which is the characteriſtical mark of 
our RELIGION ; and which ought to 
form our national character. The 
great APOSTLE, who thought the 
female vanity of his time an ob- 
Je& of reprehenſion, on the prin- 
ciples of the humility, which diſ- 
tinguiſhes chriſtianity, were he to 
return to earth, would he not 
think the female press ſhould be 
changed, that with it, 'a change of 
manners might take place? As to 
. our faſhion' with regard to noc- 
turnal hours, he would as certainly 
have . conſidered it as militating 
againſt cnrISTIANITY !” 
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as I ſhall have ſeen Lady 


Farewell ! 


I am, 


Dear Lady 3 


75 Moſt truly your's, 


* 


May 2, 1771. 
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Dear LADY 


Y 


« He that's convinc'd againſt his will, 
, « Is of the ſame opinion ſtill.” 
I am not ſure Lady was in 
this temper; but the next time 
I ſaw her, ſhe accoſted me thus: 
« I] find, by your good will, 
my girls ſhould not act like the 
generality of other young women 


of character and fortune !” 


OU know it is humorouſly 
ſaid in HuDIBRASTICS, 


I an- 


r 
J anſwered, © Really, Madam, 


when a vou lady, or an oLD._ 


one, departs from the rules of rea- 
fon and propriety, her character 
mounting no higher than the rox, 
her fortune may be thrown into 
the ſcale, to give it ſome value; 
or, to ſpeak rr mind, it goes 
for NOTHING !—T give her leſs 
credit than an inferior perſon 
might claim. Thoſe who are not 
awed by the high ſenſe of ho- 
nour, which perſons of liberal 
minds are known to court, are 
entitled to pity, in proportion ta 
their 16NoRance. Though igno- 
rance is the mother of vice, and 


the ſiſter of conTexTrEON ;. though 
L 4 ſhe 
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ſhe is the moſt miſchievous Being 
on earth; while ſhe is in a ſtate 
of deluſion, ſome commiſeration 
is due to her: But with people 
high in ſentiment, the fear of 
God ought to reign ſupreme 
in their hearts. In the great 
eſtimate of immortality, rank 
and fortune are phantoms! And 
what is REASON worth, when we 
are afraid the world will be of- 
fended if we obey the calls of 
heaven? This is making the ca- 
price of mankind an object of 
greater DEVOTION, than the Oo 
who gave us the REASON which is 
to guide us to the manſions of 
his glory ! To-tell a woman that 
« 2 f her 


1 WW 
her Pas$10Ns may betray her, is to 
ſay that the wind ſometimes blows 
hard: but when the Fear of an 
ignorant or capricious world ren- 
ders her beſt judgment ſubſervient 
to views foreign to her true glory, 
—ſhe falls low indeed! She is a 
prey to an unmanly, and ungene- 
rous, though it may not be a flagi- 
tious paſſion, I am ſenſible, Ma- 
dam, that the preſent age exhibits 
numbers of women, of very un- 
common talents, yet the genuine 
character of your ſex muſt be 
ſought in domeſtic life. This is 
the appointment of Providence, 
by no means excluding the 
GRACES. Indeed, how can a wo- 
man's 
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man's character be ſo attractive, 
as when it is diſplayed in conjugal 
and maternal love, filial and frater- 
nal affection, and all the enchant- 
ing powers of gentleneſs? Con- 
ſider her as a good miſtreſs towards 
ſervants, or diſtinguiſhed for piety, 
the baſis on which all other virtues 
are ſupported, doth ſhe not ſtand 
high in rank? And are not ſuch re- 
lative duties pomesTic? But the 
diſcharge of ſach duties muſt ſepa- 
rate her from the crowd of devo- 
tees to vanity and diſſipation: And 
what do you imagine will be the 
conſequences of ſuch ſeparation ? 
She will, to all human appear- 
ance, be deemed proud, or hypo- 

: critical, 


II 

critical, an ODD, or VERY ODD 
perſon. At the ſame time, the 
caprice of rashlox has ſo far 
gained the aſcendency, you may 
live a ſlave to folly, without re- 
proach. In ſhort, if you preſerve 
great equality of mind, and con- 
ſiſtency of conduct, the very cha- 
racteriſtical marks of wiſdom, 
you will be thought very op. 
T need not add, that your ladyſhip 
knows, nothing can be | EVEN, 
where reaſon is not the rule to 
- meaſure by. Something there is 
in the character of every BRI 
TON, Which gives it a diſtinc- 
tion, and the appearance of six- 
GULARITY : But where there is 
no 
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no affectation, nor diſtinguiſhing 
pride, the peculiarity will be 
only 2 RESOLUTION to act REA- 
SONABLY.” 

Lady anſwered, * You al- 
moſt perſuade 'me to ſubmit to 
the imputations you imagine. But, 
to cut this matter ſhort, do you 
ſeriouſly mean, that I ſhould re- 
quire of my girls, to come home 
and go to bed, like common mor- 
tals, before the iron tongue of 
night ſtrikes TwELvE ?” 

I anſwered, © Indeed, Madam, 
I mean nothing leſs: and by fo 
doing I would gladly contribute - 
to advance their character, pro- 


mote their fortune, and in the 
iſſue 


L op 1 

iſſue provide for their happineſs 
IN BOTH WORLDS !—If ſuch a 
young woman as Lady would 
determine to act ſo wiſe a part, 
ſhe would ſhew compaſſion to her 
acquaintance, who may not have 
ſufficient ſtrength of mind to take 
the lead. She would give 4 wisE 
LAW to thoſe who have hearts to 
underſtand what wifdom means, 
or reſolution to act up to their 
principles ; inſtead of receiving a 
FOOLISH LAW from thoſe who have 
not heads to conceive, nor courage 
to perform ſo rational a duty: 
There is a leader in all fa- 
ſhions: And if a woman will 
not preach repentance for follies 

| | paſt, 
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paſt, and amendment for the fu- 
ture, ſhe may practiſe, which 
is a better thing. She need not 
make a parade of it; but if ſhe is 
aſhamed to avow her motive and 
principle of action, her virtue is 
deficient! Noan ſaw a world ſink- 
ing, it was a reaſon for. him to 
ſhew a GOOD EXAMPLE, and pre- 
pare for the preſervation of him- 
ſelf and his family. And what 
are we as a NATION ? Are we not 
overwhelming ourſelves with a 
deluge of follies and extravagan- 
cies, equally ridiculous and deplo- 
rable? The world has been ge- 
nerally governed more by the 
FOOLISH, than the wiſe, yet wiſ- 

| 9 dom 


= 
dom has frequently the aſcendency. 
That which has no ſolid baſis to 
ſtand upon, muſt fall in the iſſue; 
and, though we ſee one folly built 
on the ruins of another, and the 
laſt as pleaſing, for a ſeaſon, as 
the former, FoLLY grows ſick with 
enjoyment ; and, feeling the bad 
effects of her conduct, changes her 
object. How many very ſilly fa- 
ſhions have you and I ſeen But 
what mighty wiſdom will they 
affect, who deſire to be at reſt at 
MIDNIGHT? I appeal to the hearts 
of the advocates for the Ton: I 
| fay their RAR Ts, for it is only 
FANCY and oPINION which leads 
them into the error. Thoſe ever 
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appear in the higheſt point of view, 
. Who are not ſuch novices in the 
world, as to be enraptured with a 
DANCE ; nor ſo. enchanted by a 
well-dreſſed mob, as not to know 
when to be ſatisfied with the inex- 
plicable joy of being thruſt about, 
with unmeaning rudeneſs, through 
a ſucceſſion of diſguſting hours !— 
To conſider REsT as their friend, 
only as they are compelled to ſub- 
mit to it, is the quinteſſence of 
childiſhneſs. We draw the line of 
DECENCY, in the common inter- 
courſe of mankind, by a kind of 
inſtinct; but in this cafe, cus rou 
over- rules the inſtinctive power, 
and robs us of. the faculty of re- 
| ſiſtance 
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) fiſtance, leaving your ſex as it 


/ 


were a prey to a FASHION equally 
immodeſt and abſurd. Cuſtom, ſo 
juſtly called the law of fools, 
ſerves as a REASON to the FOOLISH 
only; though the comparatively 
wISE are frequently over-ruled 
by it, 
% Cuſtom, that does ſtill diſpence 


An univerſal influence; 
« And makes things right or wrong ap- 


Pear, 
e Juſt as they do her liv'ry wear.“ 


Not to diſcern the evil, may be 


an effect of moral blindneſs: but 
to entertain a certain principle or 
belief, and at the ſame time regard 
it partially, as if we meant to ac- 

M commodate 


2 


— = —_— ws 


— 4 — — — — a — — 
— YT —— . — — þ 4s - 
* E : "IL a... 
— — 2 
. * 


— 


— 
* „ 
— — : = 


. — — — 
32 N — — Py ——— 
— — 2 — 


— — 
—%. 3-1 
— 4 1 — 2 
— — — — —ääũ ũ d — — 
„ « 


© — — — 
. ͤ . > i — 
X-- — 2 — = 2 —- — — __ -£ £2 P 3 4 
=> _ 2 wy 8 — READ: F 8 2 
— > . A 1 7 þ — _ 
- — — 2 2 « q 


N 


p > 9m. — 
> * a, — * 5 8 —.— 3 — 
A + > arg 
— - 5 8 — 


L x62 ] 


commodate it to our PRACTICES, 
carries evident marks of groſs of- 
fence to the God of. truth !—You 
will excuſe my mentioning. a re- 
mark, which has been ſometimes 
made, That your ſex has no PRIN- 
CIPLE; or, in other words, that 
women act only from yRIDE or 
FEAR, VANITY, or FALSE = SELF- 
LOVE. EXPERIENCE has long ſince 
proved to me, that the impu- 
tation is FALSE and ridiculous; 
the diſtinction exceeding all the 
powers of reafon to reconcile, 
ard admiſſible on no principle 
of TAEOLOGY.—We rarely hear 
of any woman's dying in the 
field of battle, or ſhaking a fe- 


nate 
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nate with the thunder of her ora- 
tory; but fighting, and contend- 
ing fiercely, are no parts of the 
female virtue and character, as 
eſtabliſhed by Providence. Whe- 
ther we take up the celebrated 
women of ancient ROME, or thoſe 


who have lived the moſt diſtin- 


guiſhed, in the chRISTIAN @ra, 
either in exalted, or in humble life, 
there are unnumbered inſtances 
of ſuch as have died for their 
faith; or, maintaining the purity 
of their love for the man to 
whom they were bound by the 
ties of religion, affection, honour, 
or conſcience, have ſubſcribed to 
their PRINCIPLES with their blood. 
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Nor is this the only proof. To 
judge from what we szE in theſe 
days, a principle of chasrrrr, 
and UNSPOTTED TRUTH, is more 
frequently found among wonux 
than men. We muſt allow for 
different appearances, arifing from 

education. gang, 
She replied, © If you put the. 
al to ſuch an iſſue, you may 
ſafely maintain your opinion, 
without the imputation of FLAT- 
TERY. It is INSOLENCE and IN- 
JuSTICE in the men, who ad- 
vance the filly do&rine you have 
mentioned! Women often a& 
FOOLISHLY Or ABSURDLY, as men 
do, from a wrong principle, or 
ao 
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no principle, with regard to par- 
ticular offences; but we have the 


ſame REASON and FAITH to guide 
us, and I believe we ſubmit to 
be GUIDED—at leaſt as much as 
vou do.” 

I anſwered, © I have long ſince 
thought that all complaints againſt 
the decrees of Providence, reſpect- 
ing the merits or demerits of the 
ſexes, in a comparative view, are 
below notice: though they may 
exerciſe the pens of ſatyriſts and 
diſcontented lovers, they tend to 
no good or uſeful purpoſe. The 
queſtion concerning the rox, and 
the general prevailing cuſtoms, is, 
whether both ſexes, in this country, 
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have not filled up the meaſure of 
their follies and iniquities, and 

_ ripened themſelves for xRPEN- 
TANCE—Or DESTRUCTION ? The 
time ſeems to be near, when we 

muſt alter our plan of life, and 
become more frugal of our TIR; 
that we may be more attentive to 
our moral obligations ; and, taking 
better care of our Money, and our 
HEALTH, become better ſubjects. - 
Thus making preparation againſt 
the ARM OF FLESH, as well as our 
SPIRITUAL enemy, we may att 
CONSISTENTLY; and contending 
with our own perverſeneſs, re- 
cover the good ground we have 
loft. Do you believe, Madam, 
there 


5 
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there ever was a people ſo civ1- 
LIZED as we are, and profeſſing ſo 
pure a faith, ſo intoxicated with 
a licentious pride, a wanton vo- 
luptuouſneſs, a depraved will? I 
do not ſay that we ſpurn at di- 
vine and human laws ; for I think 
the expreſſion too ſtrong ; but in 
many inftances we regard them ſq 
_ lightly, that we invite the ven- 
geance of OMNIPOTENCE !” 

She replied, © I believe. other 
nations have been, and that ſome 
now are, full as wicxeD as our- 
ſelves. If any other nation, at this 
period, is ſo crvitizeD and en- 
lightened, is a queſtion I can- 
not anſwer. Conlidering how 
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well we are inſtructed in the diſ- 
tinctions of coop and EVIL, I fear 
there is too much cauſe for your 
remark. But if other nations are 
equally wicked, their - ability to 
hurt us may be little, or at a 
great diſtance !” bed 

I anſwered, © If they are as 
wicked, the greater the probabi- 
lity of a mutual puniſhment by 
each other's ſword. Has it not 
always happened to a nation, cir- 
cumſtanced as this is, from what- 
ever cauſe the evil might ariſe, 
that a foreign people, envying her 
worldly ſplendour, and not hav- 
ing patience to let her ruin 
herſelf, has attempted to accele- 

5 rate 
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rate her declenſion, though per- 
chance they might alſo involve 
their own ruin.“ 

Upon my word,” ſays ſhe, 
« you take in a large compaſs, 
deducible from our preſent cuſ- 
toms ; as if THESE were the chief 
inſtruments of our moral and po- 
litical e and the evils 
which threaten us.“ 

I anſwered, © And pray, Ma- 
dam, how is any nation preſerved, 
or brought to ruin, but by the 
cusTOMs and MANNERS of her 
people, theſe being in effect but 
other names for their virtues and 
vices ?” 


She replied, * But God forbid 
the 
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„ 
the evil ſhould be d EAR! Your 
partiality for sokRIETV carries 
with it the moſt indubitable ſigna- 
tures of reaſon and religion; and 
if the world were diſpoſed to REAR 
REASON, and be religious, your 
' ſober plan might be productive of 
the happineſs, your piety and hu- 
- manity prompt you to wiſh for. 
—But I hope you have no par- 
ticular reaſon to fear any 1MME- 
DIATE misfortune lappening to 
us as a people 

I anſwered, © I rejoice to hear 
your ladyſhip make ſo honourable 
a report of my ſentiments, on the 
duty and _ neceſſity of s0BRIETY, 
As to FEARING any great or im- 
mediate 
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mediate danger, I would not FEAR 
ANY THING! It ſeems to me 
more eligible to ſhake hands with 
DANGER or DEATH, than to FEAR 
them: but I ayexenEND our pre- 
fent manners will bring us into 
perils, In the language of your 
favourite poet, 

« Methinks the billows ſpeak, and tell me 
n 


© The winds do ſing to me, andthe e 
4, That deep and dreadfalorgan- pipe, doth 


FY ſay : 8 
4 It muſt be ſo !—" | 
As the nightingale ſings in ſpring; 


as the rude ſtorm tries the faſt- 
rooted oak; as .the waves roar 
when - they beat againſt rocks, I 
CONCLUDE 


* 


\ 
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CONCLUDE that evil cauſes, in the 
MORAL world, will produce evil 
effects. In this I differ from 
no goed moraliſt, philoſopher, - 
nor divine. The people uus 
HEAR REASON, Or FEEL THE ROD! 
Though times and ſeaſons, for 
rewards or puniſnments to na- 
tions, are known only to the om 
niſcient God, he has given rea- 
fon to us all, and to ſome xxpz- 
RIENCE, by which the judgment is 
informed. And becauſe I'appre- 
HEND, that we offend the great 
Governor of the world by our 
diſſipation - and impiety, while 1 
indulge my noPss, that we fhall- 
amend, and. avert his reſentment, 

| I pre- 


1 | 
T prepare, I fortify my mind, I 
uſe PREVENTIVES againſt the pRO+ 
CRASTINATING humour, which in- 
feds us like an epidemical fever or 
a PLAGUE, Thus ſtriving to cor- 
rect my own vices and infirmities, 
and do all the coop I can, if my 
country ſhould. be involved in dif- 
flculties, I ſhall be the better able 
to furniſh my portion of SERVICE 
for her deliverance; and if ſhe 


ſtands firm, my heart will be ſo 


much the BETTER, and I ſhall* 
gain by my APPREHENSIONS. I 
challenge all the virtue, and all 


the learning of philoſophers and 


divines, for a more ſalutary ex- 


pedient, than each to mend his 


own life and converſation.” 


N Lady: 
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Lady —— aid, So far yon 
Judge well. My favourite, as you 
call him, tells us, 


«© Hop 1s a lover's aff; walk Hence 
with That; 


, And manage it againſt DesPAIR/NG 
4, thoughts!” | 


As friends to our country and 
mankind ; as friends to ourſelves, 
Jet us live and die in HoPe, ftri- 
ving to act our part WELL, with 
a view to the reformation of the 
unwiſe and illiberal, the turbu- 
lent and profligate! 

e If we mean to preſerve our- 
ſelves, we muſt recur, in politics, 
to the virtuous s8P1R1T of an- 


tient ROME; and in RELIGION to 
the 


( a7s I 
the ape Precepts of ;enugus- 
TIaniTy! In the mean while, I 
IF, the beſt cars TIANS 5 
the heſt SOLDIERS and SAILQRS,! 


This is a doctrine ſo foreign to 


de won, f u 199 eee 
from that quarter, in teturn for my 
gpinion. _ 

= Rr ioſox e the baſis g of 
MORALS in all countries, at necel- 


© + RX ©.» 


CIPLE, and true principle is the 


bulwark of national felicity. .. . 


. 5 If an all perfect Being go⸗ 
verns che world, it uustr be ſo; 
the hiſtory of every ſtate, through 
all the records of revolving time, 
confirms this momentous truth 
N 2 | c Now, 
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9 Now, Sir, OUR religion, I 
humbly preſume, is CHRISTIANI- 
ry; and if we believe in cnRISr, 
we muſt do as, we believe, Chriſt 
hath commanded : and if we do it 
not, we rebel againſt him. What 
then dp you think of our xzcL1- 
GENCE in regard to the 8UPPER or 
our LorD? Had I no other ob- 
jection to THESE TIMES, this 
would excite my. ſorrow and in- 
dignation! His command was, 
« DO "THIS IN REMEMBRANCE. OF 
Mz,” Do we generally obey its 
or rather do we not generally act 
as if it were abſolutely nugatory ? 
Though it is confeſſedly calcula- 
ted for a remembrance - of him, 

| - through 


( 17 | 
through all generations, it is treat- 


ed by many PROFESSED BELIEVERS, 


as if they believed it not. This 


memorial, of divine original, is 
calculated to keep CHRISTIANS in 


AWE, on CHRISTIAN principles; but 
the greater number, in this nation, 


act as if they might, for this very 
reaſon, treat it as an VSELESS in- 
ſtitution. Many of the higher 
claſſes, of your ſex, diſregard it, 
becauſe they are 1NF1DELs ; others 


becauſe they are vicious, and do 


not chuſe to be interrupted by any 
ſuch engagement. The common | 


people follow the example ; many 
of them, in addition to VICIOUS-, 


NESS, being INCREDIBLY ignorant. 


* 
* 5 
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e The ſtatEis alſo DIN, in 
not requiring information of the 
6LtRGy for the true fenſe of a paſ- 
 fape, the miſconſtruction of which 


does the greateſt partof themiſchief. 

Ar. Pavr, in the 11th chapter 
of his FIRST EPISTLE to the Corrn- 
THIANS, v. 29, according to our 
tranſlation, fays, «© For he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
exteth and drinketh DammaTION 
to himſelf, not diſcerning the 
Lord's body .“ The degree of 
the diſcernmnent muſt chiefly con- 


*. Man 218 . German tranſla- 
tion, rendered literally, is, ** Whoſogger 
* unworthy eateth and drinketh, doth eat 


and drink to-himfelf the jvbenfV T.“ 


fiſt 
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5ft in the purity of the intention, 
and we cannot ſuppoſe men to come 
to the holy communion, without a 
good deſign: the contrary opinion 
would diſfronour human nature. 
© And doth not the unworthineſs 
here mentioned, as applied to the 
CORINTHIANS, relate to their want 
of diſcernment, and alſo their eok- 
RUPTED mode of celebrating our 
Lord's fupper ? This cannot be 
ſuppoſed to happen to us. In 
our tranſlation, v. 3o, it is faid, 
* For- this cauſe many are weak 
and ſickly among you, and many 
fleep.” This, by univerfal conſent, 
alludes to TEMPORAL CHASTISE= 
MENT. The JUDGMENT which 
N 4 we 


10 ] 

we-unhappily call pAuxATiox in 
v. 29, is clearly explained in 
v. 32. © But when we are JUDGED, 
we-are chaſtened of the Lord, that 
we ſhould nor be condemned with 
the world.“ Here is chAsTIS E- 
MENT. denounced in the hope of 
REPENTANCE, not a ſentence of 
eternal puniſhment. Where then 
is. the threatening which deters the 
ſimple, the ignorant, and thoſe 
who might otherwiſe repent? 

is it not 14GNORANCE, the pre- 
valency of vice, or SUPERSTITIOUS 
terror, which thus plants an an- 
GEL'S s won p, at the table of 
our BENIGNANT Lon, when he 
with more than an AN OEL Ss 
” % ; VOICE, 


1 184 J 
wic, moſt mercifully invites us 
to COME to it 4 | 

« Sin has wounded our ſouls : of 
this there is no doubt; and there 
ſhould be none, that this READ and 
WINE, ſpiritually taken, is intended 
by the moſt merciful Repzzmer'of 
the world, to hea} thoſe wounds !: 

Our tranſlation, v. 29, ſeems 
to have ariſen from zeal to guard 
the table. of .our Lord from pro- 
phanation ; but the miſconſtruc- 
tion has introduced a horrible 
neglect of the inſtitution; which 
may be the cauſe of the want of 
principle, that-ſhews itfelf in a ox- 
NERAL groſs diſobedience to the 
commandments of God. 


4. = 
2 


« Ag 
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* As fo many are become bold 
* to revolt from the com- 
mand and ſtrong injunction of re- 
membering earrsr, we ought not 
to be ſurpriſed that the effecł is 
deſtructive of out common hap- 
pineſs. 

I anſwered, Indeed I appre- 
hend if we trifle away another 
century, ſhould we laſt ſo long 
under ſuch impiety, we muſt, in 
the iſſue, correct the paſſage, in | 
queſtion. Po 

e 'Timidity in the cauſe of truth, 
and the capriciouſneſs of our tem- 
pers, ſeem to influence our coun- 
eils in this article; and becauſe 
. 5 be other miſtakes of no 


moment, 
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moment, ariſing from the fallibiliry 


dk tranſlators, therefore we do not 
touch this : and chuſe a ORA 
CERTAIN evil, for fedr of an UN- 
CERTAIN One. 

If this is ſo ſerious à con- 
cern, and operates as yo arid T 
SUPPOSE, or rather as we certainly 
know, is it not a reproach to us 
that it is not corrected ? In the 
general view of this important 
ſudject, either the ESsIAH bled 
for the ſins of the world, and 
commanded us to REER hittr 
by a particular commemorative 
offering of our souris and BoDIES, 
as a living ſactifice at his altars, or 


CHRISTIANITY IS A DREAM. The 


belief 
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helief that he fo died, and that he 
left this i in COMMAND to all gene- 
rations, generally accompanies each 
other, But What ſhall, we ſay of 
thoſe who BELIEVING, act againſt 
the light of their own minds ? 
What SHALL We lay ?—The more 
obvious the truth, the more men 
diſregard it, —So it Is; but they 
will be the more puniſhed too, on 
this account. 44 ſpeak of them 
who act againſt their BETTER 
JUDGMENT : and ſurely we are to 
remove the ſtumbling-block of the 
IGNORANT 3 and, leading them 
gently into the great truths of 
chriſtianity, make them 6c 00D 
SUBJECTS allo: Zeal for TRUTH 

is 


GS » 


e 
is the beſt policy ! The cLzzGy im 
general are ripe to receive autho- 
rity from the srarz, of which they 
are a part, to. reſtore this paſſage: 
in Sr. Paur, ſo miſapprehended by 
our common people ; and if thoſe 
will exerciſe their common ſenſe,, 
theſe will not go on in their ſins, | 
ON THIS ACCOUNT.” 
Lady "replied, « Your ſex. 
ſhould alſo ſhew at leaſt as good 
an example as us POOR WOMEN. 
I preſume to ſay ſo much, having | 
continually obſerved FIVE women, 
to rw O or THREE men, at the com- 
munion table. "ng. * 
«Tf we trace he evilto W : 
BOYS alſo, as well as cirrs, at 
. ſchool, 


©, 
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ſchool, ſhould be taught to RAT, 
chat when they come to the temple 
of cop, they may KNEEL with re- 
verence before him, and PRAY ; 
not ſhew the wandering vacuity 
and inattention of OXEN, nor the 
ſtupidity of assrs ! Where is the 

MASTER, the CHRISTIAN, or the 
gentleman, when ſuch | A capital 
evil paſſes unnoticed ! 3 
1 anſwered to all theſe queſtions 
with an humble acquieſcence, 
without a comment; for indeed 1 
know that idleneſs and languor i in 
this great point, reaches to the 
height of groſs iniquity ! 
Her ladyſhip proceeded, © And 
Fhat ſhall we ſay of the conduct 


_— * 
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of thaſe in high office, who 
through the defect of laws, or the 
want of EN EROY in government, 
ſubject us to be continually alarm- 
ed with acts of violence? Tears 
and years roll on, and no method 
is taken to prevent it, that promiſes 
the leaſt ſucceſs. The community 
is diſtracted. in this hoſtile manner 
wITH impunity ; or, what is guſt 
the ſame, wiTHOUT A REMEDYd 
Experience hath long ſince proved, 
that FREE COMMUNICATION in n 
son, acts as a, ſeminary of villainy. 
—But we go con, in the BEATEN 
'TRAOK, and propagate miſery!” . 

[I ſaid, “ Pray, Madam, what 
would you have us do? The evil 


lies 


[ts 
Hes deep in the PRINCIPLES of tlie 


people.“ 
She anſwered, « You cannot be 
atidquitited, Sir , how much 


the Wicked dread the en of 
being left to a communion with 
their own hearts, where the miſ. 
chief lies. Let sorrrupz ix I- 
* PRISONMENT, with proper inſtruc- 
tion, and a regular humane œco- 
nomy, be adopted. Let pRopER 
rann be enforced, to render ſo- 
Heude ſupportable,” and ſtimulate 
INDUSTRY. In a word, let us 
be m xarNnesT to preſerve the 
peace of ſociety, and the ſoul of 
the criminal, and our work, by 
the mercies--of heaven, will be 
& "  _ _ accompliſhed, 
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accompliſhed, It is our ARE 
LESSNESS With reſpect to religion, 
which undermines our civil li- 
berty; and with it the exalt- 
ed felicity we might enjoy, un- 
der a conſtitution ſo perfectly fram- 
ed. But not to attempt a REFOR- 
MATION, is to abandon ourſelves to 
DESPAIR | And to uſe improper 
means, is mocking the majeſty of 
REASON and RELIGION,—Still I fay 
Tet us HOPE 3 N the riſing ge- 

| neration may be vikTuvous!” _ 
L anfwered, © Your ladyſhip's in- 
formation, and your reaſoning up- 
on it, are INDUBITABLE! The riſing 
generation is indeed our FIRST ob- 
ject: but the Tow does not favour 
O it. 
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it, Diſſipation, late hours, and other 

practices repugnant to ſober diſci- 

pline, being in IH FasmIoN, we 
muſt change oux MANNERs, or the 

YOUNG Cannot be WELL taught, nor 

the coMMon PEoPLErendered wiſe,” 

ö And now, my good and amia- 
ble Lady ——, what part will 
you take ? Will you, married or 
ſingle, enjoy the REST which 
the liberality of nature beſtows; 
and adore the MAIESTY of REA“ 
ven diſplayed in LI HT; or 
prefer nocturnal amuſements, un- 

der the pavilion of  darknefs ? 

When you return again to 

onbon, whether you find me 

among the Lyn or the pzap, 


\ 
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think of My FRIENDLY LESSONS, 
and I hope you will pay honour to 
my oO FRIEND and ſenior, OLD 
TIME, who glides along undiſco- 
vered in his haſte, hardly allowing 
us to recolle& him; but he often 
ſpeaks to us. When the cLock 
STRIKES TWELVE, the midnight 
hour, figure to your mind's eye 
That venerable perſonage, with his 
wines and his $cyTHE, viſiting 
the BALL-Ro0M. Hear him coM- 


MAND the mMusIc to ceaſe, and 


the company to retire! Will 
they diſobey his mandate? Will 
they ſay, Art thou come to 
« torment us before our time? 
„ We will not regard thee: thou 

O 2 « vert 
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ec wert made for us, not ws for 
te thee!” 

The unwise may ſay this 5 
let them hear the anſwer: „I am 
come to prevent your being 
% ToRMEN TED, now, or at any 
© other time. You know not what 
«© you do! With regard to you, 
« I am coæval with zTERNITY! 
On me your eternity depends 
* When the aLMiGHTY gave the 
« word, and chaos fled, then 
c was I born; and from that mo- 
« ment have I faithfully ſerved 
«© GREAT NATURE'S high beheſt ! 
All your FALSE ARTS OF LIVING 
are but BEGGAR's brats, crying 
cc with hunger, when by the 

c USE 
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c«c 


cc 


«c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Fr 


L 193 J 

vsE of their native powers they 
might have comfortable bread—, 
If I were made for your us 
alone, it could be only for a few 
years; and my character 1s too 
ſacred to bear indignities! Know 
you not, that you are but cRass, 
and your BEAUTY as the flower 
of the field? If you perſiſt in 
ABUSING me, I ſhall mow you 
down as STUBBLE. You and 
your follies ſhall no longer 
cumber the earth! Will you 
refuſe the kind protection of 
SOVEREION NATURE? Her true 
votaries pay homage to ME 
alſo ! We have one common 
intereſt; obedient to the laws 
O 3 9 


Is 


40 


LE 
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of the ETERNAL GOD! By food 
and raiment, labour and reſt, 
fit and proper to your condi- 
tion, and all the changes of the 
elements, by nicuT and par, 
which we, the inſtruments of 
heaven furniſh, you are brought 
to MaTuRITY. The order is 
appointed, by the great LoRD or 
ALL ! Why are you reluctant to 
obey ?—Is your underſtanding 
darkened ?—Prrceivs you not 
that it is our PROVINCE, to As- 
SST in making you fit ſubjects 
for the regions of EVERLASTING 
Joy ? It is impoſſible for you 


c to offend either of vs with im- 
40 


punity ! If you reject our ſer- 


cc vices, 
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< vices, and wantonly graſp at 
e the PHANTOM, PLEASURE, fſhe 
ce will certainly elude your em- 
« brace; and DISAPPOINTMENT, 
* PAIN, and SORROW will ſuddenly 
ce fill your arms. You now fondly 
« deſire to encreaſe HH NIGHT'S 
« draught of joy ! I tell you, 
© DAUGHTERS, you are putting poi- 
e ſon into your cup !—Learn to 
 < know when you have joy enough. 
«© Be temperate, and retreat! Thus 
* you will ſoon find that NaTuRE 
* and I, your moſt faithful advo- 
« cates, will obtain for. you many 
<c the MORE CHEARFUL HOURS, 
©. ſometimes raiſed to the height 
de of mirth and feſtivity, Forget 


<« not 
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* not your own intereſt; ſhew 
c your wiſdom by your obedience, 
© and reſpect vs as your FRIENDS!” 
What ſhould you think, were 
you to receive ſuch an admonition? 
Tinu and NATURE, REALLY give it. 
Thoſe who will not REAR their 
voice, their folly will fall on their 
own heads! * 
Conſider what you are about! 
Time will not FLATTER : nor will 
I neglect to cauriox you, while 
I have any breath to ſerve you as 
your friend! Let not the TRIFLING 
ſplendor of an + afſembly - room 
dazzle you. Confult your own 
good heart, not the mtarTs of 
others, who may happen to wear 
rt nA ö them 
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them in a wrong place. CusTom, 
to which the great majority ſub- 
mits, is a TYRANT, often at war 
with TIME and NATURE. Dare to 
be Fexz; turn a deaf ear to praiſe, 
if perchance you ſhould be moſt 
flattered, at the hour when you 
leaſt merit applauſe. Seek, and 
you ſhall find comrorT and peace; 
and in the end, true and EXALTED 
PLEASURE | | | 

If you philoſophically wiſh to 
enjoy the night, arrayed in all her 
ſplendor, you need not paſs TWELVE 
o'cLockx! The entertainment 
will fill up the meaſure of your 
FANCY, enlarged by the nobleſt 


efforts of your HEART and UNDER= 


STANDING, 
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STANDING, When the dark man- 
tle of the night v. erſpreads the 
earth, and the ſoft hand of ſleep 
cloſes the drowſy eye; think of 
the saßBATR of the day, in which 
the Mixp and Bopy, by xNaTURE's 
great command,sHOULD be at REST 
Would you court the awfulneſs of 
x16HT ? Contemplate the oene, 
when the poet ſays, 


Silence was pleas d; now aka the 

firmament 

4 With living ſaphirs: Hzesptrus that 

led 

% The 8TARRY HOBT, rode brighteſt, till 

the moon, 

1% Riſing in clouded: majeſty, at length, 

«« Apparent QUEEN, unveil'd her peerleſs 
_—_— 

; « And 
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« And o'er the dark her filver mantle 
threw !“ 


This ſcene eclipſes a BALL-ROoM, 
as the brightneſs of the ſun a can- 
dle. Let your LIGHT ſhine in 
true ſeaſon, that the man who 
may be moſt deſerving of you, be- 
holding your RUD EN CE, and love 
of virtue, may devote himſelf to 
your HAPPINESS And, my good 
Lady ——, while you glorify our 
COMMON PARENT, you will, at the 
ſame time, honour the memory of 
your NOBLE father, and my own, 
when I am gone, as your friend ! 
Thus regulating vour imagina- 
tion, and confining your paſſions 
to ſuch objects as pleaſe THE AL- 
MIGHTY, you will, as I imagine 
P TIME 
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TIME came in perſon to tell your 
. acquaintance and companions, fit 
yourſelf for the regions of everlaſt- 
ing peace and reſt Heaven grant 
it may be fo! 


P. S. I was cloſing my brit, 
when I received the honour of your 
lIadyſhip's moſt obliging and in- 
tereſting letter. I am much flat- 
tered by your approbation of the 
account-I have given of my con- 
verſation with Lady ——, and by 
your requeſt to let you know the 
SEQUEL. At the ſame time I re- 
joice that my dear continues 
in a fair way of recovery. Indeed 
I FEARED much for her tender 
years, and more tender fra me. 
IO In 
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In reſpect to the important 
offer you mention to be made to 
you, my ignorance of Mr, ——$ 
age, perſon, character, and for- 
tune, makes it difficult to give 
any opinion. I truſt you judge 
well, and Lady —— being on the 
ſpot, ſo able in judgment, and fo 
devoted to the promotion of your 
happineſs, my conſolation is, that 
ſhe will po and sar every thing 
that 1s right on the occaſion, 
When I know more of the matter 
I will tell you my mind; in the 
mean while, your aunt will balance 
this weighty concern, and ſee the 
ſafeſt and moſt virtuous ſcale pre- 
ponderate. | 
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I have generally obſerved, that 
much REFINEMENT, in ſuch caſes, 
is next in danger to raſnneſs. Still 
I beg you will take a fair view of 
the proſpect, not only of the flow- 
ery meads, and ſweet meandering 
ſtreams; but alſo of the briars 
and thorns, with which the ways of 
life are beſet. I need not tell you 
that I intereſt myſelf much in your 
happineſs, and therefore hope 


% That happy conſtellations, on That hour 
«« May ſhed all their ſelecteſt influence.“ 
Whatever engagement you enter 
into, I ſhall devoutly pray it may 
prove an unexhauſtible fountain 
of felicity. 

I know that. from our 1nsULAR 
ſttuation, 


WE 
ſituation, and as a srarꝝE depending 
ſo much on commrce, riches are 
diffuſed; and, contrary to the 
cuſtom of other EUROPEAN nations, 
ranks are blended; yet PRIDE 1s 
rather our diſeaſe, than nuMILITY 


our characteriſtic. Moſt certain 


it is, the daughters of NoBLEs 
frequently marry commoners; and 
when a notion of nobility has not 
perverted their hearts, and they 
do not interrupt their own happi- 
neſs on this account, the proſpect 
is not the leſs fair on the female 
fide. On the other hand, NokLES 
ſometimes ſeek wives from among 
the TRADING part of the nation; 
and where they are biaſſed by real 

1 love, 
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love, the diſtinction, in a rRrr 
* COUNTRY, is only in NaME. But 
if it is a mere money buſineſs, it 
may prove the MAN to be a KNAvx, 
and the wouAx a Fool, True 
conjugal felicity muſt depend on 
mutual affection. In your deter- 
mination remember, that * wok rn 
MAKES THE MAN,” | 

There are many men, unprin- 
cipled in religion, and many cox- 
combs, ill- bred or ſl-humoured— 
Beings, now ſtalking about this 
earth, to no one of whom would 
I give wy daughter, were he poſ- 
ſeſſed of PERU and mexico. I 
conſider character in the very 


FIRST place. WEALTH is alſo ne- 
ceſſary 
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ceſſary, in the degree, as virtue, 


with the ability of relieving the 
INDIGENT, is preferable to virtue 
needing RELIEF. 

Whenever -you marry, „let me 
charge you to conſult the nuMoOuR 
of your huſband, rather than your 
own, which ſometimes will differ 
from his; and you may be ſure 
EVERY MAN has one: let your joy 
be proportioned to the rationality 
of ſuch humour, however ſingu- 
Jar it may be. In this age it 1s 
impoſſible to be virtuous without 
ſingularity; granting the AFFECTA- 
TION of it to be vicious. 

To ſay there are no vices, nor 
infirmities, a woman ſhould reſent 
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in her huſband, would be abſurd; 

but patience and fidelity can flow 
| only from a ſenſe of puTy, or ApS 
FECTION. If good-ſenſe, good hu- 
mour, and true piety do not in- 
fluence his manners, his heart can- 
not be in its right place: but if to 
theſe ſhe joins the words of kIx D- 
NESS, and he ſtill reſiſts, he is a 


*" SAVAGE. 


To be occaſionally deaf and 
blind, as well as dumb, is neceſ- 
ſary. And if gentle expoſtulation, 
guided by reaſon, were given early 
and in due ſeaſon, by either party, it 
would prevent a world of miſery. 

Marriage may be called a contract 
to ſuſtain mutual infirmities, and 

participate 
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participate of mutual joys. To con- 
ſtitute felicity, the affection muſt 
have its object: and the Great Au- 
thor of our being, has framed us ſo, 
that ſenſe and reaſon, preſent com- 
fort, and hope of future and im- 
mortal joy, exactly harmonize. The 
diſcord we uſually find, ariſes 
chiefly from the folly and groſs 
CORRUPTION of our manners. 

_ Marriage being a contract which 
muſt ſubſiſt till one of the par- 
ties dies, it ſhould be WELL con- 
SIDERED. I have obſerved ſeve- 
ral kinds of miſery in the world, 
particularly among married per- 
ſons, who had not conſidered whe- 
ther their minds were congenial : 
others 


1, © 
others had computed only how 
they ſhould ſupport the contract 
by dint of wealth, as an adven- 
ture which depended on a large 
capital. Some were ALL Lovx, 
and when May ceaſed, and DE- 
:CEMBER came, they wiſhed them- 
delves releaſed. You have ſeen 
how ſome PLay THE Fool, and 
from immoderate paſſion, ſeparate, 
under circumſtances of inFamy ! 
Theſe ſeveral claſſes conſider- 
4ng too little, frequently become 
more miſerable, than even thoſe 
who by conſidering:too much, ne- 
ver marry. 

Sickneſs, from repletion of 1 
things, is our national characteriſ- 


tic, 
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tic, at leaſt in this part of our iſland. 
From a habit of condemning our 
rulers for all the evils that are, 
and all that are vor avoidable, we 
deſcend to PRIVATE LIFE, and 
quarrel and defame as if FouL 
LANGUAGE were neceſſary to a 
POLITE education: whereas SOFT 
woRDs only can turn away wrath. 
Man being made according to 
the image of cop, and woman 
a part of the man; the farther 
they ſtray from the benevolence 
of the perry, the more they 
cheriſh their own bane. Let them 
exerciſe their common ſenſe, with 
the virtue that makes a part 
of it, and from the conſtitu- 

tion 
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tion of human nature, they will 
find MARRIAGE the moſt eaſy and 
ſafe, and conſequently the happieſt, 
or if miſery muſt be our lot, the 
leaſt miſerable ſtate, 

LiBERTINISM, more or leſs re- 
fined, is the Ton; and I am a- 
fraid many a man, really happy in 
his wife, is fool enough to be 
aſhamed to confeſs it to his com- 
panions: and it might be as dange- 
rous to his reputation with THEM, 
as ſaying, © I believe in HRIST, 
and endeavour to conform to his 
laws, and cheriſh faith in, his pro- 
miles.” 

You muſt not be ſtartled: take 


care who you converſe with. 
Though 
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Though you are come into liſe 
in an age of great REFINEMENT, 
you muſt be ſenſible of the vaſt 
variety of inventions LATELY intro- 
duced, to pleaſe the fancy, or gra- 
tify a propenſity to voluptuouſ- 
neſs; and conſequently in many 
caſes to create DISTRESS. Be'on 
your guard! To , plead the hack- 
neyed itgument, the promotion 
of trade, as if public love were 
the motive, is deluſion. What- 
ever excites falſe deſires, and 
creates unwarrantable expence, is 
as dangerous to the public, as to 
the individual, though not ſo ſoon 

felt. 
Where APPETITE or PRIDE takes 
—— 
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the lead, as in the exceſs of the 
TABLE, or extravagance in DRESS, 
MISERY will bring up the rear 

The ſame may be ſaid of the 
puerility of a SPLENDID RETINUE, 
BixTH with FORTUNE, rank, or 
office, may determine a great deal; 
but you may be well ſatisfied 
there 1s but one way to keep an- 
xiety and diſtreſs from the cham- 
bers of your heart: and this is to 
ſhut and bar your doors againſt 
FOLLY and VANITY. 

Great numbers of ſervants de- 
vour the ſubſtance of the vain, or 
acting as ſpies and harpies, laugh 
at the folly, and become rich by 


the extravagancy of thoſe whoſe 
bread 
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bread they eat. Beware of ſuper- 
fluities, which waſte health; and 
no leſs of an eager purſuit of amuſe- 
ment, which diſſipates riches, fre- 
quently wounding reputation, and 
rendering the mind a ſcene of 
horror ! 

A 600D HousE is intrinſic wealth, 
as large apartments are nurſeries of 
health: it is not humane in land- 
lords, who do not conſider this, in 
a due degree, even in the habita- 
tions of the poor, But does it 
follow that a number of domeſtics 
muſt be engaged, to rA uP THE 
HOUSE; or ſhut the doors againſt 
the proper tenant, as we ſee often 
happens in theſe days? 
| DomesTiC 
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_ DowmesTic pvuTIts, ſober con- 
verſation, pleaſant and inſtruc- 
tive books, the exerciſe of piety 
and the humanity which diſtin- 
guiſhes your character, the glorious 
contemplation of 1MMorTALITY, 
with your ſkill in HaRMony, will 
brighten your ſun; and gladden 
your heart, to the extremity of old 
age. And if theſe humble filent 
virtues ſhould not render you il- 
luſtrious in the ſight of men, they 
will be the inſtruments of your 
immortal happineſs ! 

I repeat my requeſt, that you 
will be well ſatisfied concerning 
the TEMPER of the man you wed. 


J know that your mind is not 
- framed 
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framed for bearing AUSTERITY. 
nor ILL MANNERS : you have been, 
accuſtomed: to be guided by a 
SILKEN ſtring, and your paths are. 
very {trait : May they continue ſo! 

You aſk, me how ſtands the 
POLITICAL TON ? I follow. the 
banner of common ſenſe and com- 
mon honeſty, eſteeming true po- 
litics as true religion, and have 
therefore but little to ſay in theſe 
times. When I ſee an accom- 
pliſned xxAvx, or an extravagant 
- PROFLIGATE venerated as a pa- 
TRIOT, I think the nation is run 
mad. In every ſtate and condi- 
tion J apprehend that we owe it 
to our preſent comfort, and to 


* poſterity; 
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poſterity ; we owe it to our MAKER 
and the Great Sovereign of the 
CHRISTIAN world; we owe it to 
our immortality, to uſe our ut- 
moſt endeavours to preſerve peace, 
good-will, and good order; con- 
ſequently to ſuppreſs factious ideas 
and diſcontent. 

There muſt be a xuLING POWER, 
or there can be no government. 
A majority muſt decide, or there 
can be no FREE CONSTITUTION. 
If the whole maſs is tainted, it is 
folly to ſeek for abſolute purity ; 
and falſe accuſation ſerves only to 
prevent diſcipline, and 1s the oc- 
caſion why ſo many real offences 
paſs with impunity. Party p re- 

| judice, 
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judice, which uſed to fluctuate like 


a moderate gale, and give ſignals 
of danger, is now blowing up a 
ſtorm; and is itſelf become the 
greater danger. It 1s not for you 
to vex yourſelf with politics; 
but when you marry, to calm the 
ruder paſſions of your huſband, 
Take care of your own veſlel: 
Carry no more ſail than will make 
good ſteerage. 

Freedom of thinking is eſſen- 
tial to civil and RELIGIOUS li- 
berty; and. ſo is decency of 
ſpeech. But they who ſay more 
than they believe to be true, are 
FALSE to their own HEARTS, and 
unfaithful to the community, It 
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they depart from decency of lan- 
guage, they depart from their dig- 
nity; and when this is loſt, autho- 
rity will ceaſe, and anarchy enſue. 
If piEry, moderation, and Ru- 
MANITY are neceſſary to the peace 
of a family, they are eſſential to 
the Peac: of the community; 
as a houſe divided againſt itſelf 
cannot ſtand, 
The trueſt friends to virtue will 
ever be the moſt guarded in cN- 
SURING ; and never condemn on 
the evidence of popuLar clamour. 
We ſhould all ſpeak mopzsTtLY of 
what we may be allowed to cou- 
' PREHEND ; but where our 1INFOR= 
MATION 1s deficient, and we do 
l 1 | ©. not 
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not take time for inveſtigation, 
experience proves that we plunge 
ourſelves into a labyrinth of bis- 
TRESS. e 
- We are CHRISTIANS, and HUMI- 
LITY is the inſeparable companion 
.of our RELIGION, If we examine 
the conduct of our SAVIOUR, in a 
concern foreign to his Missio, or 
in other words, to what was Hs 
buſineſs, we find Hu referring to 
the temporal power in being. 

The fact is, we are IN GENERAL 
become undiſciplined. Children to- 
wards parents; ſervants towards 
maſters; each 1s preſſing on the 
other's rank and office; the very 
- MECHANIC treads cloſe on the heels 
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of the noBLt, in a much greater 
degree than in the paſt years of 
my long life : People of half my 
age may ſee it. So many aſpire 
at things foreign to the govern- 
ment of their own hearts, the 
wonder 1s, that we have any go- 
vernment. 
Turn is moſt eaſily diſcover- 
ed through the medium of can- 
DOUR and HUMILITY ; but alas, 
theſe are virtues ſo rare in the po- 
litical world, it is no wonder that 
peace and comfort ſhould inhabit 
the breaſt of ſo few, The ma- 
lady lies in the HraRT, and we 
have many TEACHERS of PRIDE, and 
few of meekneſs. We forget that 
| | in 
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in lands ruled by azpiTRary 
POWER, this ſtands as a ſubſti- 
tute for good or evil adminiſtra» 
tion: but with us the vixrvous 
SCALE mult preponderate, or con- 
fuſion enſues. This rule applicd 
to PUBLIC or PRIVATE life, diſ- 
covers the cauſe of the evils we 
complain of. WanT oF VIRTUE 
creates mutual conTEMPT ; till at 
length men pzvour each other. 
The evil originates in a bad 
heart; a rage for Money, not as 
the inſtrument of virtue and true 
pleaſure, but of vice and falſe 


pleaſure. Theſe are the parents. 


of diſſipation, and generate ux- 


DISCIPLINED habits ; which as they 


24 grow. 
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grow to maturity, become the 
patrons of INFIDELITY. Thus the 
foundation of the political fa- 
brick is undermined, together with 
our religion, and our country is in 
perils from her own children. 

I am ſorry to be in ſome mea- 
ſure conſtrained to tell you ſo 
much; but it ſeems to be the evil 
propenſity of our times, to aſcribe 
every thing to sEconD cauſes: 
and forgetting the Fix sr, we be- 
come the objects of divine re- 
ſentment. I do not mean, but 
that many yet adore the cop of 
their fathers, who having ſuc- 
coured ſo many generations paſt, 
may yet ſuccour us; and you may 
2 a= be 
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be ons for whoſe ſake the na- 
tion may be preſerved. What- 
ever ſhall be the iſſue: whatever 
your OWN CONDITION ſhall be; 
offer to cop the homage of your 
heart ! 

Expect no more of life than 
you ſee it afford to oTHEeRs, and 
diſappointment vill not eaſily reach 
your boſom to hurt you. | 

It was ſaid by a HEATHEN 
PHILOSOPHER, that all © virtues are 
in agreement, all vices at vart- 
ance.” This is indiſputably true; 
and it ſnews the benignity of the 
Deity in making our duty our 
Happineſs. 

The earth 1s pregnant with fol- 


ly, 
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iy, and in the courſe of moral 
agency, brings forth the monſter 
.WICKEDNESS, You, like other 
mortals, may expect to be trou- 
bled with the bawling brat. If it 
grows to the ability of doing you 
an injury, your patience and for- 
titude will determine whether you. 
are of the {ame family. Cheriſh 
no DISGUST, that you may ſuffer * 
NO INQUIETUDE | 

The management of the mind, 
in reſpect to reſentment, conſti- 
tutes a great part of wisboM or 
FOLLY. Make it the inſtrument 
of co00D: the trial may be ſevere ;. 
but you muſt learn to wear life as 
à garment :. If it is not ſuch as 
pleaſes 
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pleaſes your Fancy, it may ad- 
miniſter to your courokr. A 
garment you muſt have, to preſerve 
HEALTH and DECENCY > VIRTUE you 
muſt cheriſh, or fall a vicriu! 

Guard your heart againſt a 
ſtrong ſenſibility of 1xJurRy, or 
FALSE S$ORRQW, or it will bring 
you into a ſnare. 

Look with compaſſion on thoſe 
who unprovoked offend you. Hu- 
MILITY and CHARITY,. GOOD SENSE 
and PRUDENCE, are no ſtrangers to 
you! Cheriſh them in your bo- 
fom ; they will prevent offences on 
your part, and enable you to bear 
them from others. 

Orrences will come; avoid the 
woe of thoſe by whom. they come. 

I have 
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1 have ſeen many days, but ne- 
ver yet have I found a perſon with- 
out a BLEMISH, as it appeared to 
me, in ſpite of the moſt partial 
eſtimation that love or er 
could make. 

You have underſtanding to FEEL 
your own faults, and sz the faults 
of others. To avoid miſery, we 
muſt be, in ſome degree, partial to 
infirmities; for PERFECTION is not 
the attribute of MAN! 

You know when to be filent, 
and when to ſpeak. Let the vul- 
gar lefſon, © BEAR AND FORBEAR,” 
be your motto! 

Endeavour to find a gratifica- 
tion in all that ſhall befall you. 


In the 600D, becauſe i it comes from 
| Gob : 
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God : In the EI, as being by his 
permiſſion ; and that it may be 
converted into ooh. 


Contemplate the diſtinction 7 | 
COMFORT and JOY, CHEARFULNESS. 
and MIRTH. Theſe all wear a 
pleaſing aſpect, but in their nature 


and ordinary effects are very difter- 


ent. Your own good heart wilt 


teach you to diſtinguiſh, 


The powers of the ſoul can 


hardly compaſs the PRESENT mo- 
ments of LIrE, and therefore it is 
impoſſible always to determine 
what is for our 600p. But we 
are ſure that life itſelf ſoon paſſes 
away, and therefore it is aptly 
ſaid, that of all vanities, vxxa- 
TION OF SPIRIT 1s the oreateſt. 

Benignity 


Ems = Ions 
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Benignity of mind is joy; it 
moſt reſembles heaven, and it is 
the greateſt conſolation the earth 
can afford. The ſame principle 
which prompts you to long for 
 TMMORTAL HAPPINESS, Will induce 

you to act with the moſt exalted 
philanthropy. 

Upon the matureft deliberation 
I am capable of, I think, as you 
are framed by nature for ſocial 
life, you ſhould not refuſe a REA“ 
SONABLE GOOD OFFER, in which 
you have a fair proſpect of hap- 
pineſs. Still fix your thoughts 
on objects which cannot deceive 
your hopes. Think of the means 
of obtaining 1MMorTAL Joy, and 
carry them into PRACTICE, THis 

18 
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is an object, in compariſon of 
which, all that life can give is but 
a tale of little moment, frequently 
very tireſome. 

I have the pleaſure to tell you, 
that my good friend GENERAL 
, with whom I once ſerved 
two campaigns, promiſes to take 
care of your covsin, for whoſe 
welfare you intereſt yourſelf, The 
-GENERAL is now in high eſteem; 
and your cous i cannot be in bet- 
ter hands. 

I am now reckoning by pars, 
not YEARS; but while a day re- 
mains, you may count on the beſt 
ſervices in my poor power. I 
hope I ſhall ſoon have leiſure for 
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the pleaſure of telling you the 
SEQUEL.of my ſtory, in regard to 
my converſation with Laby ——. 


I am, very ſincerely, 
0 Dear Lady —, 


Four true friend and ſervant, 


- 
* 


May 1, 1771. 


- 3 1 
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